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To  the  memory  of  my 
Father  and  Mother 

Phillip  Haas,  Sr. 
and 

Mary  Eve  Haas 

whose  vision  and  courage  enabled 
them  to  leave  the  land  of  their 
fathers,  to  overcome  the  perils  of 
a  forty-day  ocean  voyage,  and  to 
conquer  the  dangers  and  hardships 
of  pioneer  life  in  a  strange  New 
World. 
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Foreword 


Several  years  ago  I  suggested  to  my  father,  John  J. 
Haas,  that  he  put  some  of  the  experiences  of  his  life 
in  writing.  This  he  was  reluctant  to  do,  on  the  theory 
that  nothing  sensational  had  happened  to  him,  and 
as  a  consequence  there  was  nothing  much  to  write 
about.  It  was  George  Eliot,  was  it  not,  who  once  wrote 
that  the  happiest  are  those  who  have  the  shortest 
history? 

Father  was  forgetting  perhaps  that  it  is  the  total  of 
many  little  things  rather  than  the  result  of  one  or  two 
big  things  that  is  important  in  the  lives  of  most  of  us. 
Every  man’s  life  has  in  it  the  elements  of  a  good  story, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  persuasion  and  encouragement 
in  this  instance  have  resulted  in  an  interesting  one. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  edit  and  arrange  the  ma¬ 
terial  my  father  has  furnished.  The  main  purpose  has 
been  to  tell  his  story — to  reflect  something  of  his  ex¬ 
periences  and  memories  and  observations.  He  has  not, 
however,  confined  the  story  to  his  own  life.  He  has 
given  us  a  glimpse  of  passing  events,  of  vivid  scenes, 
and  of  real  flesh-and-blood  human  beings  from  his  boy¬ 
hood  down  through  the  years  of  his  long  career — with 
now  and  then  a  flash  of  his  sturdy  and  time-tested 
philosophy. 

At  the  time  this  is  written,  he  and  Uncle  William 
are  the  only  ones  living  of  the  brothers  and  sisters.  The 
others  are  gone.  His  timely  story  links  the  past  with 
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The  Birthplace  of  My  Parents 

The  known  record  of  our  family  begins  in  the  little 
village  of  Hohwiller  in  the  province  of  Alsace,  France. 
It  was  there  that  my  Father  and  Mother  were  born,  the 
former  in  1807  and  the  latter  in  1812. 

Hohwiller  today  is  a  typical  little  town  of  Alsace. 
Probably  it  is  now  not  greatly  changed  from  the 
Hohwiller  of  their  time  when,  for  the  sake  of  socia¬ 
bility  and  companionship  (and  earlier  during  feudal 
times  for  protection),  families  gathered  together  to  live 
in  the  village  from  which  they  went  out  each  day  to 
till  the  fertile  and  unfenced  fields  in  the  surrounding 
countryside.  Father  and  Mother  grew  up  side  by  side 
in  Hohwiller  and  it  was  there  that  they  were  married 
and  their  first  three  children  were  born.  It  was  also 
Hohwiller  from  which  they  later  began  a  very  long 
and  eventful  journey. 

Alsace  is  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  France  ad¬ 
joining  Germany,  and  is  bounded  by  the  Vosges  Moun¬ 
tains  on  the  west  and  the  Rhine  River  on  the  east  while 
Switzerland  lies  to  the  south  and  the  sister  province 
of  Lorraine  is  on  the  northwest.  Its  area  is  about  3,350 
square  miles,  making  this  beautiful  but  sanguinary 
battlefield  of  the  ages  a  little  larger  than  Delaware  and 
somewhat  smaller  than  Connecticut.  With  a  present 
population  of  more  than  a  million  and  a  half,  its  maxi¬ 
mum  length  from  north  to  south  is  about  145  miles, 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


while  its  width  from  east  to  west  is  approximately  24 
miles. 

Its  surface  is  varied,  consisting  of  mountain,  plateau 
and  plain,  while  its  climate  is  temperate  and  rather 
moist  due  to  many  little  rivers  and  the  fact  that  snow 
lies  in  the  adjacent  mountains  for  nearly  half  of  each 
year.  Its  soil  is  rich  and  productive  and,  like  Lorraine, 
it  has  natural  resources  in  coal,  iron,  salt,  and  silver. 
Its  fertility  and  productivity,  its  natural  boundaries  in 
the  Rhine  on  the  east  and  the  Vosges  Mountains  on 
the  west,  its  small  size,  its  long  and  narrow  shape,  and 
its  peculiarly  unfortunate  location  on  the  border  line 
between  greater  powers — these  and  other  factors  have 
given  Alsace  its  involuntary  role  as  buffer  state  and 
battleground,  and  have  made  of  it  a  victim  and  a  pawn 
of  destiny. 

As  early  as  5 9  B.C.  Julius  Caesar  used  Alsace  as  a 
battlefield  when,  according  to  his  Commentaries,  he 
met  120,000  Germans  and  killed  90,000  of  them,  push¬ 
ing  the  others  back  across  the  Rhine.  Thereafter 
Alsace  remained  a  part  of  the  Roman  Empire  for  ap¬ 
proximately  four  hundred  years.  Later  Alsace  was  the 
stage  for  activities  of  Atilla,  of  the  Hapsburgs,  of 
Cardinal  Richelieu  and  of  Louis  XIV.  The  feudal 
system,  with  its  constant  warfare,  flourished  within  its 
borders  from  the  sixth  to  the  seventeenth  century,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  Alsace  gave  alternate  allegiance  to 
French  and  German  dukes.  Alsace  was  devastated  by 
the  Peasants’  War  and  Protestant  Uprisings,  and  later 
by  the  horrible  Thirty  Years’  War  (1618-1648)  at  the 
close  of  which  it  became  a  distinctly  French  possession. 
Marie  Antoinette  was  within  its  borders  not  long  before 
the  French  Revolution,  as  were  also  Goethe  and  Vol¬ 
taire.  In  1806,  only  one  year  before  the  birth  of  my 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


Father,  Napoleon  Bonaparte  came  through  Alsace  on 
his  march  to  military  power.  Later  still  came  Bis¬ 
marck  and  the  Franco-Prussian  War  of  1870  which 
shifted  Alsace  and  a  part  of  Lorraine  from  France  to 
Germany.  Still  later  came  the  Kaiser  and  the  World 
War  (1914-1918)  when  the  German  border  was  moved 
eastward  from  the  Vosges  Mountains  to  the  Rhine 
River,  and  Alsace  and  Lorraine  once  more  became 
provinces  of  France.  But  the  end  of  fighting  has  not 
come.  Beneath  the  peaceful  surface  of  Alsace  the 
Maginot  Line  has  been  constructed  since  the  World 
War.  Extending  the  entire  length  of  Alsace  and  far¬ 
ther  northward,  the  amazing  Maginot  Line  is  an  un¬ 
derground  fortification  of  three  levels,  reaching  a 
depth  of  300  feet.  Across  the  Rhine  in  Germany  is 
the  Siegfried  Line.  What  a  continual  procession  of 
fighting  and  bloodshed  Alsace  has  witnessed — and  is 
still  “sitting  on  a  powder  barrel!” 

Throughout  the  centuries  Germans  have  filtered 
westward  across  the  Rhine  into  Alsace.  Our  ancestors 
were  undoubtedly  of  German  origin,  but  when  they 
came  across  the  Rhine  into  Alsace  we  have  no  way  of 
knowing.  My  Father  and  Mother  spoke  German,  but 
that  fact  by  itself  gives  no  indication  as  to  when  their 
ancestors  came,  because  the  German  language,  the 
French  language  and  a  strange  mixture  of  the  two 
have  all  been  spoken  in  Alsace  for  centuries. 
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The  Great  Decision 


We  may  not  know  when  our  ancestors  went  to  Alsace, 
but  we  do  know  when  our  branch  of  them  made  the 
decision  to  leave  it.  A  certain  day  in  1840  marks  the 
time.  Undoubtedly  that  decision  has  been  more  im¬ 
portant  and  far-reaching  in  its  results  than  any  de¬ 
cision  ever  made  before  or  since  by  a  member  of  our 
family.  A  stalwart  young  man  then  in  his  thirty-third 
year,  with  steel-blue  eyes  and  black  hair  arrived  at 
that  decision  after  astute  observation,  careful  reasoning 
and  many  consultations  with  his  young  wife  of  twenty- 
eight. 

Two  reasons  must  have  had  great  weight  in  this  im¬ 
portant  decision.  The  first  was  the  constant  danger  of 
war  in  Alsace.  The  second  reason  came  about  through 
a  comparison  of  the  opportunities  offered  by  Alsace  and 
America  to  an  ambitious  young  man  anxious  to  get 
ahead  and  provide  for  a  growing  family. 

Father  was  a  peace-loving  man  who  was  willing  to 
fight  for  and  abide  by  his  own  decisions,  but  he  disliked 
war  and  its  consequences.  War  and  rumors  of  war  had 
been  almost  a  daily  diet  in  Alsace  for  centuries.  Able- 
bodied  young  men  such  as  Father  were  required  to 
undergo  military  training  in  the  army  of  France  and 
to  be  prepared  for  war  duty  at  any  time — and  for  any 
reason.  With  the  responsibility  of  a  family,  Father 
wanted  to  leave  France  to  escape  enforced  military 
training  and  the  ever-present  threat  of  war. 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


Later  events  proved  that  this  apprehension  and  fore¬ 
sight  concerning  war  were  well  grounded.  Had  he 
continued  to  live  in  Alsace  for  another  thirty  years,  the 
probabilities  are  that  he  would  have  been  in  the  Fran¬ 
co- Prussian  War  of  1870.  Not  only  would  he  himself 
have  been  in  that  war,  but  several  sons,  who  by  that 
time  had  grown  up  around  him,  also  would  have  been 
fighting  in  the  army  of  France  in  that  war — and  the 
subsequent  history  of  our  family  might  have  been  vastly 
different. 

Father  and  his  sons  escaped  war  in  France,  but 
seventy-eight  years  after  the  family  had  come  to  Amer¬ 
ica  fate  and  circumstance  in  1918  placed  four  of  his 
direct  descendants  in  the  World  War  in  France  as 
members  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Force.  Two 
of  these  (Wayne  and  G.  C.  Haas)  were  grandsons  and 
two  (George  F.  Gray  and  Virgil  L.  Yokem)  were 
great-grandsons.  All  served  with  combat  troops  in  the 
front  lines  of  the  Western  Front  where  George  F.  Gray 
and  Virgil  L.  Yokem  fell  in  action  in  the  Meuse-Ar- 
gonne  offensive  and  now  lie  in  hallowed  soil  in  France. 
It  is  believed  that  all  of  them  at  some  time  saw  ser¬ 
vice  in  ancestral  Alsace  or  in  nearby  Lorraine.  The 
irony  of  war  is  illustrated  in  the  coincidence  that  one 
of  them  (G.  C.  Haas),  while  in  the  front  line  trenches 
near  Munster,  was  less  than  a  dozen  miles  from  Hoh- 
willer,  the  village  where  Father  and  Mother  were 
born  and  where  some  of  our  relatives  continue  to  live 
at  the  present  time.  At  that  time  No  Man’s  Land  and 
the  German  trenches  were  between  this  grandson  and 
Hohwiller. 

The  second  reason  for  leaving  Alsace  was  an  eco¬ 
nomic  one.  At  that  time  in  France  meat,  for  instance, 
was  a  luxury  among  the  common  class  of  people,  most 
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THE  GREAT  DECISION 


:amilies  being  able  to  afford  it  only  once  a  week.  Other 
onditions  of  life  and  of  living  were  similarly  hampered 
md  restrained.  The  discouraging  thing  about  it  to  this 
/oung  man  of  thirty-three  was  the  lack  of  hope  of  bet- 
:erment.  Alsace  of  his  day  was  following  the  same 
Dath  it  had  been  following  for  generations — the  same 
uath,  generally  speaking,  which  to  a  surprising  degree 
t  still  follows  today.  What  this  young  man  most 
vanted  for  himself  and  his  family  was  opportunity 
:or  development  and  room  for  expansion.  Thus  his 
:houghts  turned,  at  first  fearfully  and  then  hopefully, 
:oward  America. 

And  so  it  came  about  that  the  great  family  decision 
vas  made.  At  that  time  Father  and  Mother  had  three 
:hildren.  Barbara,  the  oldest,  was  six;  Phillip,  Jr., 
vas  a  lad  of  three,  while  Delano  was  a  little  girl  of  only 
1  few  months.  None  of  the  family  still  living  was  pres¬ 
ent  when  that  decision  was  made.  Consequently  we 
low  have  no  eyewitness  to  describe  for  us  the  scene  of 
:hat  momentous  occasion.  It  is  easy,  however,  to  re- 
:onstruct  the  scene  in  our  imagination. 

I  like  to  think  of  it  as  having  occurred  in  the  eve¬ 
ning,  after  a  day  of  toil,  with  the  sun  setting  behind 
:he  Vosges  Mountains.  Father  and  Mother  are  in  the 
/ard  of  their  little  cottage  as  the  two  older  children 
play  at  their  feet,  and  little  Delano  rests  in  her  crib 
'nside  the  door. 

Here  stand  a  young  man  and  woman  who,  after  much 
:hought  and  study  of  their  problem,  have  reached  a 
crisis  in  their  lives — and  a  decision.  They  stand  to¬ 
gether  for  a  long  time  as  they  gaze  at  the  reflection  of 
:he  setting  sun  on  the  clouds  above  the  mountains  in 
:he  west.  In  those  clouds  they  see  the  picture  of  their 
Ireams  and  aspirations — the  visualization  of  their  fu- 
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ture  life  and  home  in  the  new  Land  of  Opportunity. 
In  his  native  tongue  and  with  determination  in  his  face, 
the  young  man,  still  gazing  intently  into  the  clouds, 
makes  a  slow  and  simple  declaration: 

“Wir  gehen  nach  Amerika!”  (We  are  going  to 
America !) 

What  my  Mother’s  answer  was  we  shall  never  know. 
Possibly  in  that  thrilling  moment  she  was  unable  to 
make  an  audible  reply.  Knowing  her  character,  and  her 
loyalty,  and  her  later  history,  it  is  easy  to  believe  that 
she  simply  slipped  her  arm  through  his  and  pressed 
close  to  him  in  the  spirit  of  Ruth  of  old  who  said: 
“Whither  thou  goest,  I  will  go;  and  where  thou  lodg- 
est,  I  will  lodge;  thy  people  shall  be  my  people,  and 
thy  God  my  God.” 
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Westward,  Ho! 

The  finger  of  ambition  and  opportunity  has  always 
beckoned  humanity  toward  newer  sections.  The  trend 
of  civilization  has  ever  been  westward,  but  it  took 
strong  men  and  women  to  make  the  trek. 

Looking  back  at  it  from  our  time,  the  decision  of 
my  Father  and  Mother  to  come  to  America  seems  en¬ 
tirely  logical  and  natural,  because  things  in  general  in 
connection  with  it  turned  out  well.  But  they  did  not 
know  then  that  things  in  connection  with  the  change 
would  turn  out  well.  They  had  no  way  of  knowing 
what  the  results  of  the  move  would  be.  All  they  really 
knew  was  that  they  were  quite  definitely  closing  one 
epoch  of  their  lives  forever,  and  beginning  another 
from  which  there  could  be  no  turning  back. 

There  was  a  finality  about  the  decision  that  was  al¬ 
most  sublime.  They  were  leaving  their  old  home  town, 
their  life-long  friends  and  their  nearest  relatives  for 
all  time  to  come.  They  were  starting  out  alone  for  a 
country  which  had  new  ways  and  a  strange  and  diffi¬ 
cult  language.  For  them  it  was  an  end — and  a  begin¬ 
ning.  For,  as  events  turned  out,  never  again  did  they 
set  eyes  on  their  native  land,  nor  see  the  face  of  any 
relative  or  friend  whom  they  left  there.  Once  they 
had  reached  their  adopted  country,  it  was  theirs  until 
the  end  of  their  days. 

Their  earthly  possessions  were  not  large;  they  con¬ 
sisted  principally  of  the  small  savings  which  they  had 
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been  able  to  accumulate — and  their  three  small  chil¬ 
dren.  But  they  were  young  and  strong — and  they  had 
a  vision  in  their  minds,  and  faith  and  courage  in  their 
hearts.  So  in  that  year  our  branch  of  the  Haas  family 
came  to  America. 

In  our  time  the  speediest  ocean  vessels  cross  the  At¬ 
lantic  in  four  or  five  days,  while  aircraft  can  make  the 
trip  in  much  shorter  time.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  on  a 
modern  ocean  greyhound  is  looked  upon  as  being 
neither  hazardous  nor  uncomfortable,  and  if  one  is 
able  to  escape  seasickness  the  trip  is  generally  con¬ 
sidered  something  of  a  lark.  In  1840,  however,  the  voy¬ 
age  was  a  very  serious  undertaking.  My  parents  were 
forty  days  in  crossing  the  Atlantic.  They  came  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  and  on  days  when  the  wind  did  not  blow 
the  boat  made  little,  if  any,  progress.  Accommodations 
on  the  vessel  were  correspondingly  meager,  and  added 
to  the  difficulty  of  caring  for  three  small  children. 
When  it  finally  came  into  view,  the  skyline  of  America 
must  have  been  a  welcome  and  thrilling  sight  to  their 
eyes.  What  the  future  might  have  in  store  for  them 
they  did  not  know,  but  they  were  eager  to  embrace  it 
and  to  weld  their  lives  with  this  new  country. 

Possibly  for  the  purpose  of  getting  their  second 
breath  and  to  overcome  the  effects  of  an  ocean  voyage 
of  forty  days’  duration,  they  settled  for  a  short  time  in 
the  state  of  New  York.  Probably  during  this  time  they 
also  carried  on  investigations  and  negotiations  for  the 
location  of  their  future  home. 

Apparently  this  did  not  take  long,  for  they  soon  set¬ 
tled  in  Washington  Township,  Holmes  County,  Ohio, 
where  they  continued  to  live  for  a  period  of  twenty-six 
years.  It  was  in  Ohio  that  five  more  sons — the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  eight  children — were  born,  as  follows: 
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WESTWARD,  HO! 


George,  Henry,  Michael,  William  and  John.  With  an 
enlarged  family  my  parents  felt  the  need  of  more  land, 
so  in  the  winter  of  1866  they  sold  their  farm  of  141 
acres  at  a  consideration  of  $5800  and  once  more  headed 
toward  the  west.  At  that  time  Father  was  fifty-nine 
years  old  and  Mother  was  fifty-four. 

With  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  Ohio  land  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  some  other  funds,  my  parents,  in  February, 
1866,  bought  840  acres  of  land  along  Grand  River  not 
far  from  the  Iowa  line  in  Smith  Township,  Worth 
County,  Missouri.  This  was  known  as  the  Ebenezer 
Douglas  farm  and,  like  many  farms  of  today,  it  carried 
a  mortgage.  The  mortgage  was  held  by  one  Jacob 
Feist,  a  Jew,  who  lived  in  St.  Joseph,  and  when  our  peo¬ 
ple  became  owners  of  the  land  the  mortgage  was  paid. 
The  larger  part  of  this  farm  at  that  time  was  not  in  cul¬ 
tivation  and  was  unfenced.  The  improvements  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  three-room  log  house  with  porch,  and  a  long 
shed  covered  with  slough  grass,  a  type  of  construction 
almost  universally  used  in  those  days  for  the  protection 
of  livestock  in  winter.  The  farm  had  an  excellent 
apple  orchard  and,  this  being  before  the  time  of  so 
many  destructive  insects,  the  apples  were  of  finest  qual¬ 
ity;  there  was  also  an  abundance  of  small  fruit. 

During  their  adult  lives,  and  of  their  own  volition, 
my  parents  made  three  distinct  moves  toward  the  set¬ 
ting  sun.  Westward,  ever  westward!  The  first  and 
most  important  move  was  from  little  Hohwiller  in 
France  to  New  York.  The  next  was  from  New  York 
to  their  long  residence  in  Ohio.  The  third  move  oc¬ 
curred  in  their  mature  years,  and  was  from  Ohio  to 
their  final  home  in  Missouri.  Father  and  Mother  died 
about  twenty-eight  and  thirty  years  respectively  after 
they  had  reached  Worth  County. 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


The  long  span  from  their  childhood  together  in 
France  to  their  last  days  in  Missouri  represents  many 
years,  many  trials  and  hardships — and  much  happiness 
and  satisfaction.  Finally  there  was  a  day  when  they 
came  to  rest  side  by  side  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in 
Fletchall  Cemetery  in  Worth  County. 

For  them  it  was  the  end  of  the  trail. 
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My  Mother  and  Father 

My  parents  seem  very  dose  to  me  in  blood  ties  and 
memory,  but  far  away  in  terms  of  events  and  living 
conditions.  What  a  march  of  events  since  the  time  of 
their  births! 

Father  was  about  forty-six  years  old  when  I  was  born 
and  I  am  now  over  eighty-five  years  old,  so  his  life  and 
mine  have  covered  a  period  of  more  than  a  century  and 
a  quarter  of  history.  He  and  I  together  have  lived  dur¬ 
ing  the  administration  of  every  president  of  the  United 
States  except  the  first  two,  George  Washington  and 
John  Adams.  Father  was  born  only  three  years  after 
the  duel  between  Aaron  Burr  and  Alexander  Hamil¬ 
ton,  and  during  the  administration  of  Thomas  Jeffer¬ 
son.  He  saw  the  light  of  day  in  France  two  years  be¬ 
fore  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  in  Kentucky. 

When  Mother  and  Father  came  to  America  the 
population  of  the  United  States  was  about  seventeen 
million,  now  it  is  nearly  seven  and  one-half  times  that 
number.  The  first  passenger  railroad  in  the  United 
States  had  been  opened  to  traffic  only  ten  years  before. 
It  was  four  years  after  their  arrival  that  Morse  sent  the 
first  telegram;  eight  years  later  that  James  Marshall 
discovered  gold  in  California;  and  twenty  years  later 
that  the  Pony  Express  made  its  first  overland  trip  be¬ 
tween  St.  Joseph  and  Sacramento.  They  came  to  this 
country  fifty  years  before  Ellis  Island  was  opened  as  an 
immigration  depot  in  New  York. 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


The  youthful  days  of  my  parents  were  spent  at  a 
time  and  in  a  place  of  great  privation;  they  grew  up 
with  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  value  of  money,  and 
never  at  any  time  had  very  much  to  spend  on  extrava¬ 
gant  pleasures.  They  never  dreamed  of  the  many  com¬ 
mon  conveniences  which  we  enjoy  today.  They  never 
turned  on  a  radio  nor  talked  on  a  telephone;  they  never 
heard  a  phonograph  nor  enjoyed  a  motion  picture; 
electricity  in  its  myriad  uses  was  unknown  to  them; 
they  never  saw  an  airplane  nor  rode  in  an  automobile. 
They  lived  too  soon  for  these  and  many  other  wonder¬ 
ful  inventions  and  discoveries,  but  there  must  have 
been  compensations.  What  they  did  not  know  they 
could  not  miss,  and  although  they  had  few  conveniences 
in  their  lives  it  must  have  been  a  matter  of  satisfaction 
to  them  to  feel  that  they  had  cast  their  lot  in  a  country 
where  the  common  run  of  people — their  children  and 
their  children’s  children — would  have  an  opportun¬ 
ity  to  enjoy  at  least  a  part  of  those  things  when  they 
might  appear. 

Their  educational  advantages  were  meager,  but  they 
practiced  self-improvement  during  their  adult  years. 
Their  religious  training  had  been  carefully  attended 
to  in  France  where  they  had  become  members  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  faith  they  ad¬ 
hered  through  all  the  years  of  their  lives.  They  were 
strict  in  observance  of  the  Sabbath  as  well  as  in  prac¬ 
ticing  other  Christian  graces. 

Mary  Eve  Haas  was  born  in  Hohwiller,  Alsace, 
France,  June  20,  1812.  Little  is  known  of  her  family 
in  France  except  that  her  maiden  name  was  Cullmann 
and  that  she  left  one  brother  and  two  sisters  in  France 
when  she  came  to  America.  She  died  in  Worth  County, 
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MY  MOTHER  AND  FATHER 


Missouri,  December  26,  1896,  at  the  age  of  84  years  6 
months  and  6  days. 

My  Mother  was  a  woman  universally  respected.  Ut¬ 
terly  dependable  and  of  untiring  industry,  she  was  pos¬ 
sessed  of  all  those  traits  of  character  which  go  to  make 
a  noble  woman.  I  always  admired  her  charming  frank¬ 
ness,  and  her  happy,  friendly  disposition.  Her  chil¬ 
dren  turned  to  her  instinctively  as  the  strongest  per¬ 
sonality  in  their  world.  Although  her  sons  were  at 
times  amazingly  roguish  and  needed  restraint  (which 
they  never  failed  to  receive) ,  she  always  believed  in  her 
children  and  had  their  confidence.  Her  faith  in  us  was 
a  faith  that  sustained  and  inspired. 

The  memories  of  my  Mother  are  vivid  and  very 
precious.  Over  the  long  years  back  to  childhood  I  can 
in  memory  see  her  at  her  many  tasks,  such  as  mending 
and  darning  the  family  apparel — our  garments  for 
everyday  wear  being  nearly  always  mended.  She  was 
scrupulously  clean  in  her  household  duties  and  was  an 
excellent  cook.  Two  of  her  tasks  we  boys  always  en¬ 
joyed  with  her — the  making  of  jellies  and  apple  but¬ 
ter,  and  the  semi-weekly  making  of  doughnuts.  Her 
sons  always  had  a  distinct  part  in  both  processes,  chiefly 
in  making  the  results  thereof  disappear  with  surprising 
rapidity.  She  was  modest  in  dress,  her  raiment  being 
comfortable  though  plain.  Well  do  I  remember  the 
plain  white  night  caps  and  the  black  lace  dress  caps 
which  she  wore  in  her  declining  years. 

The  memories  of  her  loyal  and  devoted  life  are  al¬ 
ways  pleasant  and  refreshing.  If  some  of  those  days 
could  be  recalled  when  the  family  gathered  around 
the  fireside  of  the  old  parental  home,  nothing  could  be 
compared  to  such  a  happy  reunion.  It  is  so  ordained, 
however,  by  the  immutable  laws  of  the  Supreme  Being 
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ALONG  THE  WAV 


that  the  past  cannot  be  recalled  except  in  memory;  it  is 
to  the  future  that  we  must  look  with  an  eye  of  faith. 

The  birthday  of  Phillip  Haas,  Sr.,  was  December 
30,  1807,  and  he  too  was  born  in  Hohwiller,  Alsace, 
France.  He  died  March  6,  1894,  in  Missouri  at  the 
age  of  86  years  2  months  and  6  days.  He  had  no  sis¬ 
ters,  but  a  brother  whose  name  was  Heinrich  was  left 
in  France  when  Father  came  to  America. 

As  is  usually  the  case  with  a  father,  he  seemed  more 
reserved  and  distant  than  Mother,  with  his  children. 
It  was  always  hard  for  us  to  go  to  him  with  our  trou¬ 
bles  and  very  easy  to  go  to  our  Mother.  In  my  opinion, 
a  mother’s  heart  beats  more  sympathetically  and  she  is 
one  step  closer  to  her  child  than  is  the  father.  Father 
lacked  the  aptitude  or  knack  of  playing  with  his  chil¬ 
dren.  It  was  not  that  he  did  not  care  for  our  welfare 
or  take  a  certain  sly  interest  in  our  games  as  an  ob¬ 
server.  He  simply  did  not  enjoy  being  a  participant 
and  could  not  become  one  easily  and  naturally.  To  my 
knowledge  he  was  never  known  to  hunt  or  fish  or  spend 
much  time  in  recreation  of  any  kind.  The  care  and 
welfare  of  his  family  was  ever  uppermost  in  his  mind, 
and,  bearing  in  mind  the  crude  and  laborious  methods 
of  farming  at  that  time,  he  probably  felt  that  the  father 
of  eight  children  really  had  little  time  to  spend  in 
recreation. 

With  his  5  feet  10  inches,  Father  was  well  built 
physically  and  weighed  approximately  160  pounds.  He 
had  great  vitality  and  was  vigorous  and  decisive  in  ac¬ 
tion.  He  was  a  man  of  precision  and  circumspection, 
and  was  well  regarded  as  a  man  among  men.  Feeling 
the  lack  of  a  formal  education,  he  spent  much  of  his 
spare  time  throughout  his  life  in  reading  and  study, 
and  was  a  clear  thinker  and  a  sound  reasoner.  In  later 
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MY  MOTHER  AND  FATHER 


years  he  spent  much  time  in  meditation  while  he  en¬ 
joyed  a  good  pipe  with  home-grown  tobacco,  of  which 
he  always  had  a  goodly  supply  of  his  own  raising.  He 
followed  the  golden  rule  of  life  and  often  smoothed 
the  wrinkled  brow  of  sorrow. 

The  working,  planning,  protecting,  teaching,  sup¬ 
plying  and  directing  which  our  parents  do  for  us  down 
through  the  years — these  things  we  come  to  appreciate 
more  and  more  as  we  grow  older.  Long  years  of  respect 
and  admiration,  of  care  and  sacrifice,  and  of  loyalty 
and  love  form  a  cherished  tie  between  parents  and 
children  which  is  not  easily  broken. 

The  modes  and  methods  employed  by  my  parents 
during  their  lives  seem  crude  and  old-fashioned  to  us 
now.  Inventions  and  discoveries  have  made  obsolete 
their  way  of  doing  things,  and  we  like  to  feel  that  the 
modern  methods  are  an  improvement.  But  reflection 
causes  us  to  lose  any  feelings  of  individual  superiority 
when  we  realize  that,  after  all,  only  trivial  and  unim¬ 
portant  things  have  changed.  Science  and  invention 
have  been  unable  to  find  suitable  substitutes  for  certain 
fundamental  qualifications  in  an  individual — like  in¬ 
tegrity  and  idealism  and  loyalty.  These  qualifications 
are  as  up-to-date  and  as  desirable  today  as  they  were 
when  my  parents  exercised  them  a  great  many  years 
ago.  They  are  as  modern — and  as  eternal — as  the  hills. 

Something  came  to  an  end  in  the  lives  of  many  in¬ 
dividuals  and  organizations  with  the  coming  of  the 
World  War,  but  here  and  there  a  few  have  stuck  to  the 
fundamentals  with  admirable  tenacity,  in  spite  of 
everything.  In  the  sturdy  simplicity  of  their  lives,  my 
parents  gave  us  something  which  should  not  vanish  in 
times  of  stress.  What  they  gave  us  should  be  destined 
to  stay  with  us  forever.  For  somehow  they  knew  and 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


practiced  the  things  in  life  that  count.  Those  homely 
fundamentals  are  the  most  precious  heritage  one  could 
receive.  They  form  a  way  of  living  that  stands  the  test 
of  time.  It  was  and  is  a  good  way  of  life.  Even  though 
you  live  to  be  very  old  indeed  and  spend  your  time  in 
constant  search,  I  doubt  that  you  will  find  a  better  way. 
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(From  a  photograph  made  in  1V07) 


My  Brothers  and  Sisters 

Although  later  generations  have  scattered  from  New 
York  to  California,  my  brothers  and  sisters  did  not 
wander  far  from  the  original  settlement  of  the  family 
in  Missouri.  Like  doughboys  after  reaching  an  objec¬ 
tive,  they  dug  in  and  held  on.  If  you  take  the  original 
Ebenezer  Douglas  farm  purchased  by  my  parents  as 
the  center,  and  draw  an  imaginary  circle  with  a  radius 
of  approximately  thirty-five  miles,  you  will  encompass 
the  territory  where  my  brothers  and  sisters  have  lived 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  My  parents  had  eight  children, 
and  each  of  the  eight  made  his  home,  became  a  sub¬ 
stantial  landowner,  reared  a  family,  and  (excepting 
the  two  still  living)  died  within  the  confines  of  that 
imaginary  circle. 

Missouri  was  a  new  and  unsettled  country  when  my 
parents  came,  but  they  were  not  the  first  members  of 
our  family  to  reach  Missouri  soil.  Some  of  their  chil¬ 
dren  reached  the  state  as  much  as  eight  years  before 
them.  The  three  oldest — Barbara,  Phillip,  Jr.,  and  De¬ 
lano — had  been  born  in  France,  and  had  married  in 
Ohio;  these,  together  with  Michael,  a  lad  of  about  fif¬ 
teen  years,  were  the  first  to  reach  the  state.  These  new¬ 
comers  inspected  the  gently  rolling  and  fertile  prairies 
of  Northwest  Missouri  and  saw  that  the  country  was 
good.  From  time  to  time  they  wrote  of  this  new  sec¬ 
tion  to  their  relatives  in  Ohio,  pointing  out  its  qualities 
and  opportunities,  and  it  was  not  long  after  the  close 
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of  the  Civil  War  that  the  rest  of  the  family  was  in¬ 
duced  to  cast  their  lot  with  them  in  Missouri. 

In  looking  over  the  record  it  is  at  once  apparent  that 
ours  has  been  a  long-lived  family.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  Father  was  more  than  86  years  old  and  Mother 
lived  to  be  more  than  84.  They  gave  their  children 
normal  and  healthy  bodies.  Not  counting  days  and 
months,  the  age  in  years  attained  by  the  children  is  as 
follows:  Barbara,  44;  Phillip,  Jr.,  57;  Delano,  53; 
George,  91;  Henry,  77;  Michael,  68;  William  (liv¬ 
ing),  87;  and  John  J.  (living),  85.  This  makes  the 
average  age  attained  at  this  time  by  the  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  more  than  70  years,  and  when  this  is  combined 
with  our  parents  it  brings  the  average  to  more  than  73 
years,  a  little  higher  than  the  biblical  three  score  and 
ten.  According  to  insurance  figures  the  average  length 
of  life  or,  as  it  is  more  scientifically  called,  expectation 
of  life  at  birth,  is  about  60  years. 

I  am  a  human  being  and  subject  to  personal  bias  and 
the  error  of  judgment,  but  my  brothers  and  sisters,  in 
my  opinion,  were  good  citizens.  Their  main  business 
was  stock  raising  and  farming,  and  they  were  quiet, 
law-abiding  and  industrious.  They  knew  how  to  bal¬ 
ance  their  budgets,  they  paid  their  debts,  and  they  took 
an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs.  Their  home  life 
was  of  first  interest  and  importance,  and  they  were  self- 
reliant,  well-balanced,  and  tolerant.  They  lived  inde¬ 
pendently  yet  harmoniously,  and  with  the  respect  of 
each  other  and  of  their  neighbors.  They  were  moderate 
in  their  views,  temperate  in  their  activities,  and  con¬ 
sistent  in  their  way  of  life. 

It  so  happened  one  day,  not  many  years  ago,  that  the 
five  then  living — George,  Henry,  Michael,  William, 
and  John — were  together  and  were  weighed.  Each  dif- 
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MY  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS 


Q 

a 

5  ro 

2  lO 

<  oo 

2  ~ 


o 

-o 

03 

4-1 

C/2 


c  ° 

_C 

EO 


VO 

VO 

OO 

I 

CM 

I 

CO 


c/3 

c/3 

o 


<u 


bJO  _ 

V,  o 

*:e 

So 


vO 

VO 

OO 


-O 

E 

rt 

a 

bX) 


00 

vO 

oo 


B 

*53 


cs 


vo  i  00 
o  -2  <m  'S  -2  ~ 
w  -c  rA  rt  -C 

OO  2wO  - 


C/3 

o 

Vi 

£ 

rrt  V— 

_c  3 

*5  o 

r  oo 

Jo  C/3 
03  •  — 

ss 


o 

O- 

OO 

I 

vo 


c 

3 

®._ 

u  3 

•r  o 

fc  £ 

*  S 


•  1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  1 

•  • 

:  : 

CO 

CO 

ON  nf 

CO 

CM 

C/3 

C/3 

O 

P^ 

7>  'I 

OO  3 

"7  <3  o 

'  c/3 

OO  rt  crt 

-H  ^  ^ 

i  03  *rH 
(N  t/l^H 


OO 


CM 

I 

CM 


a j 

a 

CS 

X 

C/2  ' 

oj 

E 

£ 

W 


3 

O 

C/3 

c/3 


00 


3 

O 

C/3 


Q  CO  w 

w  —  c- 
5  v6  <*. 


o 

05 


OJ 

V- 

c« 

rO 

Vi 

ct 

PQ 


On 

^-1 

fr?  *c 

On 

ov  *c 

vO 

OO 

o 

On  o 

’T  3 

*7 

o 

(✓) 

2  8 

^  03 

to  O 

*  c/3 

o 

o 

</) 

i  c/3 

2  * 
o  o 

T— «  HH 

n  c/3 

1 

CM 

1 

On 

s 

vO  LI 

1  7* 
oo  <5 

10- 

Mi 

1 

vO 

J3 

Pi 


3 

O 

c/3 

C/3 


o 

C 

03 

0/ 

Q 


V 

bo 

ii 

8 

U 


c 

<u 


4/ 

03 

-C 

U 

S 


E 

c3 


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

co 

M* 

O 

CM 

VO) 

00 

• 

• 

vo 

co 

co 

M- 

M- 

1— 1 

00 

00 

0/ 

o 

oo 

9J 

U 

00 

D 

U 

OO 

00 

oo 

vo 

F— < 

1-1 

1—1 

1— • 

i—i 

1-1 

1—^ 

OO 

1 

CM 

1 

r-. 

C 

c« 

Vi 

1 

c 

1 

lO 

c 

i 

O 

• 

M- 

_o 

1 

o 

_o 

o 

1  •  <— 

o 

• 

rH 

03 

r— < 

03 

Vi 

CM 

IE 

1 

C^J 

IE 

co 

IE 

ON  -C 

1 

IE 

pt, 

1 

r-i 

Ui 

l 

Ui 

■ 

O 

O 

1 

VO 

o 

t^o 

7Z 

O 

C 

o 


Vi 

C/2 

C/2  ^ 
OO 

r  < 
I 

o 
co 

I 

CM 


< 

< 


J 

►J 

X 

P-. 


c 

Vi 

o 

PQ 


-a 

o 


4J  ^r- 
U  Ov 
c  00 

03  i—> 

v,  i 
'  CO 


CM 

CO 

00 

c  T”1 
•"  c 

no  •- 

4/ 

*E  u 

Vi  C 
oj  rt 

21 


z 

< 

S 

j 

j 

D, 


U2 
00 
W 


o 

T3  Jg 

Oj  n—c 

'E  ^ 

vO 

W  CM  - 

v 

>* 

P< 

<C 


,  ^co 
vo  0-7 
5  vo 

V,  uCM 

o  Uh  cm 


c 

Vi 


ALONG  THE  WAY 


fered  as  to  age,  build,  and  stature  and  it  was  considered 
quite  a  coincidence  that  each  of  them  at  that  time 
should  weigh  exactly  the  same — one  hundred  sixty 
pounds.  In  like  manner  each  of  the  eight  children  had 
a  distinct  personality  with  individual  characteristics, 
and  yet  it  is  easy  to  recognize  that  the  fundamental 
traits  and  qualities  of  the  family  were  deeply  imbedded 
in  each.  Some  strong  influence  had  been  imprinted  in¬ 
delibly  upon  the  innermost  being  of  each — and  some¬ 
how  that  influence  is  not  difficult  to  determine.  In  their 
day-by-day  living  they  reflected  in  a  remarkable  man¬ 
ner  the  teachings  and  principles  of  our  parents. 

My  two  sisters,  Barbara  and  Delano,  and  brother, 
Phillip,  were  the  oldest  of  our  family  and  I  was  the 
youngest.  I  was  only  a  small  boy  when  they  were  mar¬ 
ried  and  left  our  home.  Consequently  I  had  little  as¬ 
sociation  with  them  in  our  paternal  home  and  do  not 
know  much  of  their  experiences  in  younger  days,  hav¬ 
ing  no  recollection  of  them  except  as  the  married  sis¬ 
ters  and  brother. 

Barbara,  my  oldest  sister,  was  nineteen  years  old 
when  I  was  born.  She  was  married  to  Henry  Stabe, 
who  was  an  inspector  of  grain,  at  Massillon,  Ohio, 
where  they  lived  until  they  came  to  Missouri  with  their 
two  children  in  1858.  Barbara  had  many  of  the  char¬ 
acteristics  of  our  Mother.  She  was  the  oldest  of  the 
second  generation,  but  the  first  and  the  youngest  to  die. 
She  was  born  in  France,  November  7,  183*1 — more  than 
one  hundred  years  before  these  lines  were  written. 

Phillip,  Jr.,  came  to  Missouri  about  two  years  after 
his  marriage  in  1856  in  Ohio.  This  border  state  was  an 
exciting  place  during  the  Civil  War  and  he  served  in 
the  home  guard  during  a  portion  of  that  time.  I  worked 
one  summer  on  his  farm  when  I  was  about  thirteen 
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A  Family  Group  ix  July,  1929 

Their  home  life  lias  of  first  interest  and  importance  . 


MY  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS 


years  old.  Phillip  was  the  only  one  of  the  brothers  who 
used  tobacco  and  he  chewed  it  occasionally.  While 
riding  a  horse  his  leg  was  broken  by  a  kick  from 
another  horse  and  his  death  was  due  to  complications 
which  developed. 

Delano  was  married,  when  quite  young,  to  George 
Lambert  in  Ohio.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they  lo¬ 
cated  in  Adair  County,  Missouri,  but  by  1860  had  sold 
their  belongings  there  and  located  not  far  from  the  oth¬ 
ers  in  Worth  County.  Delano,  Father  and  Phillip,  Jr., 
died  within  almost  a  year’s  time. 

George  was  nineteen  years  old  when  he  answered 
Abraham  Lincoln’s  call  for  men  and  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  A,  102nd  Infantry  of  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  served 
thereafter  throughout  the  Civil  War.  He  was  in  dan¬ 
gerous  territory  most  of  the  time,  and  I  remember 
with  what  anxiety  we  awaited  letters  from  him.  He 
was  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  took  part  in 
numerous  engagements  until  captured  by  Confederate 
forces  some  months  before  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  held  a  prisoner  in  Cahaba,  Alabama,  until  Lee’s 
surrender.  On  his  way  home  after  the  war  with  twenty- 
one  hundred  comrades  on  the  ill-fated  Sultana,  he  had 
a  thrilling  escape  from  death  when  the  vessel  was  des¬ 
troyed  by  an  explosion  followed  by  fire  at  2  o’clock  on 
an  April  morning  in  1865.  The  Mississippi  River  was 
high  from  spring  rains  and  this  accident  happened 
about  eight  miles  above  Memphis,  Tennessee.  When 
news  of  the  disaster  reached  us  our  excitement  was  in¬ 
tense.  I  remember  taking  Mother  fifteen  miles  to  a 
fortune  teller  who  assured  her  that  her  son  was  safe. 
Whether  the  fortune  teller  had  sources  of  information 
not  available  to  us  or  simply  made  a  good  guess  we 
neither  knew  nor  cared,  because  his  words  comforted 

23 


...  ■  ;  i.;.  ;  : 


t>riw  :  .-rfloirJ  :  ril  to  'wt  /<■  u  srh  /*  iiltd4]  o-o  i 

v\‘  /A'OlZSi'J  j<  V,  3fl  bflfi  OvOlidcl  b03U 

.jfiOT  :  (d  rr.  h>  ,6  av/  ;;.•••!  .*itl  saw  4  i  pnibii 

of  ani*  i  w  tl;  aid  f.r.  v:  .<.  r  vrijjj'fu; 

..  .4  ;  sf!  ■  i  4  mo  •  .y  -jo'.)  >  j .  /  •  :  jn  :> 

•  Jo  :  i  (0  »  .1  j  ■  :)o.:£i;0  » i  n  >d)  'tU-tl 

!  .q iii:  ''fH  otL  •  oriel  ><  T  yorjrO  r'l r-W  ni^i, 

afnu  *  ib-ay  J  leo.fni'1*  niriiiw 
Lmav/ r.u,  ol  r  >nvv  ;>b  *  ?r  rjf-  -  ::/•  \ -v  n**!  •  *  j 

kr/iaa  F  tr  ,•  ;;  •  .  '>  ;•  .  .':■■} I  -  v/o.q 

■  • 

12  Vt./ovji  J  tn;.  /jrrni  v*t  leoit*  y  ioii  i iot  ?uo 

»H  .fnid  mi  I  mi  v.  bku-,v,  i  wv  {ijixni  *d/.  ifji// 

•  •  •  .  •  )  .  ' : ' )  '  .  Hun 

liino  ;  dd A.  r.  '  ni  •  moanq  «  >bfiecv 
•inawt  rijiw  liiv/  aria  is&Ji*  >r  ::  y  -*/  ?  d  n< >  ^ruia 
bfcd  or!  rif>j»u#  ball  1-  i!i  vrii  ■  .  •  »:  unou  boibn.  <•  no 

i-  c!»/»  »v  :  t  ,ii.  v  r  ' j  '  f  ’Aij  )  vniH  ••  .  . 

‘(•{•jo.  hi  nl  n  rm-:-  kr  ;  oi  ol  ;a  ;ui  *ri  /  )vott 

ojfl  f/  i{  ?  Xu  q <n?>  :A  dv(  *  £  <jlim  in*  >  i  *or<r, 

<  :  i  /;  ;:.qsi,*ai  ! j t ' ■ '. i.  \:  •  •  j.t 

.31;  j  ?  'V  nog  o  fir  i  tod  .  o  mr;  r,  Oi:w  i .  hi  nmo  •  d 

noii/ ft;  :  <i-r  )i  i  >•  5ri  wibJ  onunol  oris  ririiod  // 

■ 

hano'mo)  gbw  ziil  wm&  m'  .bsifi  ton  we>rc> I  iddtfon 


ALONG  THE  WAY 


Mother — and  they  proved  true.  Approximately  four¬ 
teen  hundred  on  board  the  vessel  perished.  George 
owed  his  life  largely  to  his  pluck  and  unusual  strength 
and  will  power  which  enabled  him  to  swim  through 
the  perils  of  that  night  to  safety  opposite  Memphis  the 
following  morning. 

George  taught  school  when  a  young  man,  and  at  one 
time  was  a  member  of  the  County  Court  of  Worth 
County.  He  was  a  great  fisherman  and  enjoyed  it  from 
my  earliest  recollection.  We  used  to  go  gigging  to¬ 
gether  on  warm  spring  evenings  on  Long  Lake  in  Ohio. 
We  would  have  a  light  or  flare  on  the  end  of  the  canoe, 
and  usually  brought  home  all  the  fish  we  wanted.  He 
also  enjoyed  deep  sea  fishing  off  the  coasts  of  Florida 
and  California.  Later  in  life  George  moved  with  his 
family  from  Missouri  to  Mount  Ayr,  Iowa,  which  was 
still  within  the  imaginary  circle  previously  mentioned. 
I  always  regarded  him  as  a  safe  counselor  in  business 
matters. 

Henry  was  the  only  one  in  our  immediate  family 
who  was  musically  inclined;  he  had  a  good  voice,  liked 
to  sing,  and  played  the  violin  well.  As  a  diversion  he 
taught  vocal  music,  and  for  several  years  was  the  choir 
leader  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Loudenville,  Ohio, 
where  our  family  attended  church.  Henry  taught 
school  for  several  years  and  at  one  time  was  superin¬ 
tendent  of  schools  of  Worth  County.  In  the  eighties  he 
and  his  family  proved  up  on  a  homestead  in  Logan 
County,  Nebraska,  after  which  they  returned  to  their 
original  farm  in  Missouri.  He  was  much  interested  in 
good  schools  and  later  moved  his  family  to  Albany 
where  better  school  opportunities  were  afforded.  Later 
still  the  family  moved  to  Bethany  which  is  within  our 
imaginary  circle.  When  a  young  man  Henry’s  favor- 
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MV  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS 


ite  sport  was  hunting.  From  my  childhood  until  his 
death  Henry  and  I  were  closely  associated  with  each 
other. 

Michael  was  a  lover  of  good  horses  and  at  one  time 
owned  the  best  horse  in  our  part  of  the  state.  Upon 
one  occasion,  on  a  spirited  horse,  he  attempted  to  swim 
Grand  River  at  flood  time.  In  midstream  the  horse  be¬ 
came  entangled  in  floating  debris  and  both  nearly 
drowned,  but  Michael  and  the  horse  were  able  to  swim 
out  safely  on  opposite  sides  of  the  river.  He  under¬ 
stood  horses  and  horses  understood  him,  and  he  was  an 
excellent  trainer.  After  their  children  were  married 
Michael  and  his  wife  leased  their  farm  and  bought 
property  in  Blockton,  Iowa,  where  they  lived  until  her 
death,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  farm  in  Missouri 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Michael  had  an 
even  temperament  and  kindly  disposition  and  was  al¬ 
ways  greatly  interested  in  children. 

William  has  been  known  to  me  longer  than  any 
other  person  in  the  world.  With  only  about  two  years 
difference  in  our  ages  we  have  been  closely  associated 
since  childhood.  Practically  through  all  the  years  since 
that  time  we  have  lived  not  more  than  a  mile  from  each 
other.  He  was  bashful  as  a  boy  and  that  modest  char¬ 
acteristic  has  followed  him  throughout  his  life.  His 
inclination  always  has  been  to  live  a  quiet  home  life 
with  his  family,  to  whom  he  is  devoted.  He  and 
Brother  Phillip  married  sisters. 

I  am  the  youngest  member  of  the  second  generation 
of  the  Haas  family.  As  a  boy  my  greatest  interest  was 
in  all  growing  things  and  the  great  outdoors,  and  my 
early  interest  in  these  things  still  abides  with  me. 
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Our  Relatives  in  France 


When  my  parents  came  to  America  my  Father  left 
a  brother  whose  name  was  Heinrich,  and  my  Mother 
left  one  brother  and  two  sisters  behind  in  France. 

An  interesting  letter  concerning  our  family  in  France 
came  from  Monsieur  Georges  Haas  of  Hohwiller,  near 
Soultz,  Lower  Rhine,  Alsace,  France.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  fourth  generation  of  my  Father’s  brother 
Heinrich’s  family.  In  other  words,  my  Father’s  brother 
was  his  great-grandfather.  In  our  branch  of  the  family 
his  generation  corresponds  to  that,  for  instance,  of 
Verne,  the  son  of  Charles,  who  is  the  son  of  George, 
who  was  the  son  of  Phillip,  Sr.,  my  Father. 

Three  particularly  interesting  facts,  among  others, 
are  disclosed  by  this  letter,  namely:  that  two  members 
of  that  branch  of  the  family  also  lost  their  lives  in  the 
World  War;  that  my  Father  and  his  brother  Heinrich 
married  sisters;  and  that  members  of  the  Haas  family 
still  reside  on  the  spot  where  Father  was  born  in  1807. 

The  letter  was  written  in  German  and  is  translated 
as  follows : 

Hohwiller, 

January  14,  1934 

Dear  Mr.  John  J.  Haas: 

We  have  received  with  pleasure  your  letter  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1  1,  1933.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  some  relatives 
of  our  ancestors  are  yet  alive.  We  have  had  your  let¬ 
ter  translated  so  we  see  that  you  want  to  know  if  some 
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OUR  RELATIVES  IN  FRANCE 


relatives  are  still  living  here  at  the  present  time. 
Your  father,  Phillipp  H  aas,  had  one  brother  named 
Heinrich.  He  was  married  to  a  sister  of  your  mother 
named  Barbara  Cullmann  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children:  (1)  Georges,  (2)  Heinrich  and  (3)  Mag¬ 
dalena. 

(1)  Georges  married  Magdalena  Stell  and  to  them 
were  born  three  children:  (a)  Georges,  (b) 
Magdalena  and  (c)  Salomea. 

(a)  Georges  was  married  to  Magdalena 
Abert  and  to  them  was  born  one  child 
named  Georges  and  that  is  I,  the  writer 
of  this  letter.  My  father  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  fifty-eight  years. 

(b)  Magdalena  was  married  to  Fritz  Sturm 
and  to  them  were  born  nine  children: 
Fritz,  Georges,  Albert,  Charles,  Henri, 
Caroline,  Madeleine,  Emma  and  Louise. 

(c)  Salomea  was  married  to  Georges  Rempp ; 
no  children. 

(2)  Heinrich  Haas  was  married  to  Salomea  Greiss 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children:  (a) 
Michel,  (b)  Salomea  and  (c)  Magdalena,  the 
first  two  of  whom  died  unmarried,  (c)  Mag¬ 
dalena  was  married  to  Heinrich  Eyermann  and 
to  them  were  born  five  children:  Henri, 
Phillipp,  Madeleine,  Louise  and  Emma. 

(3)  Magdalena  Haas  was  married  to  Georges 
Studer  and  to  them  were  born  four  children: 
Georges,  Fritz,  Magdalena  and  Salomea.  The 
last  named,  Salomea,  died  unmarried;  the  other 
three  were  married  and  moved  from  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  Alsace. 

Now  I  come  to  the  brother  and  sisters  of  your  mother, 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


Mary  Eve  Cullmann.  Your  mother  had  one  brother 
and  two  sisters:  (1)  Heinrich,  (2)  Barbara  and  (3) 
Dorothea. 

(1)  Heinrich  Cullmann  was  married  to  Magdalena 
Bauer  and  to  them  were  born  five  children:  (a) 
Heinrich,  (b)  Magdalena,  (c)  Barbara,  (d) 
Elise  and  (e)  Jackob. 

(a)  Heinrich  Cullmann  was  married  to 
Caroline  Sturm  and  to  them  were  born 
five  children:  Henri  (who  fell  in  the 
World  War);  Fritz,  unmarried;  and 
Georges,  Caroline  and  Madeleine,  all 
married. 

(b)  Magdalena  and  (c)  Barbara  married 
gendarmes  (French  national  policemen) 
and  are  now  deceased. 

(d)  Elise  and  (e)  Jackob  both  died  un¬ 
married. 

(2)  Barbara  Cullmann  was  married  to  Heinrich 
H  aas,  my  great-grandfather,  as  stated  previ¬ 
ously. 

(3)  Dorothea  Cullmann  was  married  to  Phillipp 
Schimpf  and  to  them  were  born  three  children: 
(a)  Phillipp,  (b)  Heinrich  and  (c)  Barbara. 

(a)  Phillipp  Schimpf  married  Salomea 
Bauer  and  to  them  were  born  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Heinrich,  who  died  unmarried, 
and  Salomea,  who  was  married  to  Michel 
Niefer,  to  whom  were  born  six  children: 
Georges  (who  fell  in  the  World  War), 
Martin,  Berta,  Madeleine,  Lina  and  Sa¬ 
lome,  all  unmarried. 

(b)  Heinrich  Schimpf  was  married  to  Caro¬ 
line  Eppy  to  whom  were  born  four  chil- 
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OUR  RELATIVES  IN  FRANCE 


dren:  Robert,  Marie,  Gustave  and 
Berta. 

(c)  Barbara  Schimpf  was  married  to  Chris¬ 
tian  Schuster  of  Bantzenheim  and  to  them 
was  born  one  son  named  Fritz. 

In  this  letter  I  have  named  all  of  the  relatives  of  your 
father  and  mother  and  of  my  great-grandfather  and 
great-grandmother  in  France  up  to  the  present  date 
and  I  hope  that  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  under¬ 
standing  everything.  In  case  you  should  not  under¬ 
stand,  I  shall  be  glad  to  explain  clearly  so  that  it  may 
be  understood.  The  house  where  your  father  was  born 
was  torn  down  in  1865  and  a  new  house  was  erected  on 
the  same  location.  It  has  continued  as  the  Haas  family 
residence  down  to  the  present  date. 

I  hope  you  receive  this  letter  in  the  best  of  health,  and 
with  kindly  greetings  and  best  wishes  to  all  of  you 
from  all  of  us. 

Sincerely, 

Georges  Haas. 

Hohwiller 

pres  Soultz-sous-forets 

Bas-Rhin 

France. 
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The  Spelling  of  the  Name 

Which  is  correct,  Hass  or  Haas? 

For  many  years  the  correct  way  of  spelling  our  sur¬ 
name  has  been  a  good-natured  but  controverted  ques¬ 
tion  in  our  family.  Some  spell  it  Hass  while  others 
spell  it  Haas.  Even  blood  brothers,  living  within  a  few 
miles  of  each  other  all  their  lives,  have  used  a  differ¬ 
ent  spelling  of  our  surname.  And  if  the  truth  be  told 
some  of  us  have  been  guilty  of  spelling  the  name  both 
ways  at  different  times.  All  of  which  has  caused  use¬ 
less  confusion  and  unnecessary  embarrassment.  An 
amusing  incident  in  this  connection  once  happened  to 
me  in  Chicago. 

I  had  shipped  some  cattle  to  the  Chicago  market, 
and,  in  accordance  with  customary  procedure,  had  re¬ 
ceived  as  consignor  from  the  railway  agent  a  duplicate 
of  the  original  shipping  contract  which,  when  vali¬ 
dated  in  Chicago,  would  entitle  me  to  a  return  passage. 
In  signing  the  original  contract  at  our  shipping  point 
I  had  spelled  my  name  Hass  and  later  in  having  my 
return  ticket  validated  in  Chicago,  I  signed  my  name 
as  I  always  thought  it  should  be  signed  and  spelled  it 
Haas.  The  agent  immediately  noticed  the  discrepancy, 
pointing  out  that  the  name  was  spelled  in  two  ways. 
Eventually  I  was  successful,  but  I  had  a  difficult  time 
in  convincing  that  persistent  gentleman  that  I  was  one 
and  the  same  individual.  I  suppose  he  later  grew  up 
to  be  president  of  the  railroad  company  or  something, 
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but  his  persistence  at  a  time  when  my  homeward-bound 
train  was  about  to  pull  out  and  leave  me  was  very  exas¬ 
perating.  I  have  him  to  thank,  however,  because  I  think 
it  was  that  incident  which  caused  me  to  determine  to 
my  own  satisfaction  at  least  the  proper  way  to  spell  my 
own  name  and  to  stick  to  it  ever  after. 

Our  family  always  spelled  the  name  Haas  until  the 
move  was  made  to  Missouri.  Subsequent  confusion  in 
the  spelling  of  the  name  was  caused  by  an  error  of  the 
clerk  who  drew  the  deed  to  the  Ebenezer  Douglas 
farm  in  Smith  Township,  Worth  County,  when  it  was 
purchased  by  my  parents  in  1866.  By  some  oversight 
in  drawing  the  deed  to  vest  title  in  the  property  in  the 
names  of  Phillip  Haas,  Sr.,  and  wife,  the  clerk  er¬ 
roneously  spelled  the  name  Hass  instead  of  Haas.  It 
would  have  been  a  simple  matter  to  have  corrected  the 
error  at  that  time,  but  this  for  some  reason  was  over¬ 
looked.  Later,  in  order  to  conform  to  the  records,  my 
Mother  and  Father  in  signing  deeds  wrote  their  name 
Hass  instead  of  Haas,  and  this  manner  of  spelling  the 
name  spread  among  other  members  of  the  family. 
Which  explains  how  the  complication  in  the  spelling 
of  our  name  came  about. 

About  the  year  1890,  and  soon  after  the  Chicago  in¬ 
cident  previously  mentioned,  my  brother  Henry  and 
I  discussed  this  subject  and  concluded  that  we  would 
have  the  spelling  of  the  name,  so  far  as  it  concerned 
us,  changed  back  to  the  original  Haas.  We  consulted 
legal  authority  and  were  pleased  to  learn  that  the  steps 
necessary  for  such  a  change  were  very  simple.  All  that 
was  necessary  was  to  give  notice  to  the  world  by  pub¬ 
lication  in  a  local  newspaper  of  our  intention  to  change 
the  spelling  of  our  name  from  Hass  to  Haas.  This  was 
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done,  and  since  that  time  the  families  of  these  two 
brothers  have  spelled  the  name  Haas. 

The  letter  from  Georges  Haas  previously  quoted  in 
these  pages  indicates  that  our  relatives  in  France  con¬ 
tinue  to  use  the  original  spelling  of  the  name.  I  have 
in  my  possession  the  old  family  Bible  of  my  Mother 
and  Father.  Written  therein  in  German  scri  Pt  is  their 
record  of  the  births  of  all  of  their  eight  children,  and 
in  every  instance  the  name  is  spelled  Haas.  I  have 
also  a  letter  from  Geneva  D.  Crissie,  County  Recorder 
of  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  in  answer  to  a  letter  I  had 
written  asking  how  our  parents  had  signed  their  names 
to  the  deed  of  their  land  in  Ohio.  In  answer  dated 
August  5,  1935,  she  wrote  me  that  the  record  showed 
that  they  signed  the  deed  Haas. 

I  have  no  quarrel  with  any  member  of  the  family 
because  he  prefers  to  spell  his  name  Hass,  but  I  can 
think  of  no  good  reason  why  we  should  perpetuate  the 
error  made  by  the  man  who  thoughtlessly  and  carelessly 
mispelled  our  name  in  drawing  a  deed.  I  am  convinced 
that  the  correct  and  proper  way  to  spell  our  name  is 
H  aas  and  for  this  reason  I  would  be  pleased  to  have 
other  members  of  the  family  take  such  legal  steps  as 
are  necessary  in  order  to  conform  to  the  true  and  origi¬ 
nal  spelling  of  the  name. 
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My  Boyhood  in  Ohio 

I  was  born  in  Washington  Township,  Holmes 
County,  Ohio,  November  12,  1853,  and  was  christened 
John  Jacob  Haas.  Our  home  was  about  a  mile  south 
and  west  of  Lakeville,  a  small  town  on  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  at  the  west  terminus  of  Odell’s  Lake. 
An  amusement  park  is  located  at  Lakeville,  with 
pleasure  boats  and  fishing  in  summer  time  and  skating 
in  winter  for  people  coming  from  other  cities  and 
towns  along  the  railroad.  This  park  and  Odell’s  Lake 
formed  a  world  of  wonder  to  me.  As  a  youth  I  felt 
that  beyond  the  horizon  was  the  jumping-off  place. 

Our  house  in  Ohio  was  a  story  and  a  half  frame 
structure  with  four  rooms  and  a  porch  full  length  on 
the  east.  In  the  autumn  the  large  cellar  was  always 
stored  with  good  things  to  eat.  The  making  of  cider 
was  an  interesting  event  in  the  fall,  and  our  parents 
always  pretended  that  it  was  a  mystery  to  them  how 
quickly  the  cider  disappeared.  I  have  a  vivid  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  forest  with  its  profusion  of  evergreens 
where  we  used  to  roam  and  hunt  and  gather  nuts,  and 
it  is  a  pleasant  memory  to  me.  The  gathering  of  nuts 
and  wild  fruits  was  one  of  our  favorite  diversions. 
With  me  it  was  especially  pleasant,  for  most  of  my 
pickings  I  ate  and  had  a  portion  again  with  the  family 
at  meal  time.  Berries  grew  in  pastures  in  abundance, 
and  it  seemed  that  cattle  and  sheep  usually  shunned 
such  places  as  sacred. 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


I  had  all  of  the  ordinary  experiences  of  the  average 
boy.  My  first  thirteen  years  were  among  the  most 
pleasant  of  my  life.  There  were  several  boys  in  our 
home  and  we  had  many  playmates  with  whom  we  ex¬ 
changed  visits  in  their  homes.  Each  visit  meant  a 
feast,  because  our  Mother  and  our  chums’  mothers  had 
a  grand  notion  of  hospitality,  which  meant  that  all 
visitors  must  eat  often  and  eat  a  great  deal;  and  any 
failure  to  eat  with  apparent  relish  was  considered  a 
discourtesy  to  the  cook.  It  goes  without  saying  that  ac¬ 
tive  and  growing  boys  had  no  difficulty  in  playing  their 
part  in  such  a  program.  Every  boy  had  to  work  and,  as 
we  thought,  very  hard,  but  there  were  frequent  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  hunting,  fishing,  trapping,  and  the  usual 
ball  games.  The  woods,  the  hills,  the  lakes  and  the  val¬ 
leys  all  invited  us  to  mingle  with  and  roam  among  them. 
At  our  home  and  at  other  homes  where  we  visited  there 
were  barns,  and  other  buildings,  which  afforded  ex¬ 
cellent  settings  for  various  games  and  other  exploits  of 
the  moment.  Probably  things  average  up  in  the  long 
run,  but  I  have  always  felt  that  boyhood  in  a  small 
town  or  on  a  farm  brings  many  interesting  experiences 
that  city  boys  never  have  an  opportunity  to  know. 

My  most  exciting  fishing  experience  occurred  when 
I  was  about  ten  years  old.  One  summer  afternoon  I 
had  gone  fishing  by  myself  in  a  nearby  stream  called 
the  Mohican  River.  Hour  after  hour  I  sat  and  the 
outlook  became  very  discouraging.  I  hated  the  thought 
of  going  home  empty-handed  to  face  the  certain  ribbing 
from  my  older  brothers.  Suddenly  I  hooked  and  landed 
a  beautiful  black  bass  that  weighed  five  pounds.  I  was 
so  excited  that  I  carried  the  fish  home  on  the  hook  and 
line,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile.  Proudly  I  exhibited  the 
indisputable  evidence  of  my  feat,  pointing  out  that  I 
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MY  BOYHOOD  IN  OHIO 


had  been  alone  and  no  one  had  given  the  fish  to  me 
or  caught  it  for  me,  that  I  had  had  no  money  to  buy 
it,  and  finally  that  the  freshly  caught  fish  was  on  the 
very  hook  and  line  that  I  had  taken  with  me.  After 
that,  for  several  days — until  they  found  a  means  of 
bringing  me  back  to  earth — my  brothers  found  me 
rather  hard  to  live  with. 

Like  most  boys  I  was  Johnny-on-the-spot  when  it 
came  to  fighting  bumblebees.  There  are  many  ways  of 
getting  activity  in  this  world  and  one  of  the  most  cer¬ 
tain  is  to  poke  a  stick  in  a  bee  or  wasp  nest.  At  such  a 
time  I  was  just  as  good  a  runner  as  any.  We  early 
learned  the  trick  of  using  our  arms  in  an  acrobatic 
manner  like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel  to  draw  the  bees 
away  from  their  nests,  later  dropping  our  hats  as  de¬ 
coys  for  them.  Perhaps  this  stratagem  was  not  entirely 
fair  to  the  bees,  but  the  fact  that  it  did  not  always  work 
successfully  added  zest  to  the  outcome  of  the  fray. 
Boys  know  that  bees  are  harmless  and  uninteresting  un¬ 
til  their  home  and  food  are  interfered  with,  and  that 
thereafter  they  make  most  worthy  opponents.  In  other 
words,  boys  are  interested  primarily,  not  in  the  few 
tablespoons  of  honey  which  they  may  or  may  not  get 
as  the  spoils  of  war,  but  in  the  activity  and  the  contest 

itself.  2017948 

When  I  was  about  twelve  years  old  it  was  the  custom 
for  the  boys  in  our  neighborhood  to  get  together  on 
Sunday  afternoons  to  play  ball  and  have  a  general  good 
time.  On  such  a  Sunday  afternoon  a  number  of  us 
were  down  on  the  Mohican,  a  small  stream  with  clear 
water.  After  our  usual  routine  of  fishing,  swimming 
and  ball  playing,  we  discovered  a  bumblebees’  nest  in 
the  meadow.  The  battle  was  a  terrific  one  and  all  of 
us  had  faces  and  hands  swollen  from  stings  by  the  time 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


we  finally  conquered  and  got  to  the  honey.  The  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  division  of  that  honey  brought  about  the  first, 
last,  and  only  fist  fight  I  have  ever  had. 

Another  boy  and  I  went  after  each  other  for  all  we 
were  worth.  It  was  a  grand  fight  and  a  good  show  for 
the  other  boys  who  gathered  around  and  urged  us  to 
greater  ferocity,  and  soon  both  of  us  had  bloody  noses 
and  the  fundamental  prerequisites  of  black  eyes.  For 
what  seemed  to  be  a  long  time  the  outcome  was  in 
doubt,  but  in  my  own  story  I  could  hardly  be  expected 
to  state  otherwise  than  that  he  was  the  one  who  finally 
had  to  give  the  grand  hailing  sign  of  distress.  I  re¬ 
member  distinctly  what  sorry  looking  specimens  both 
of  us  were  after  it  was  over  as  we  stood  in  the  river 
and  attempted  to  wash  off  some  of  the  traces  of  our 
fight  and  our  encounter  with  the  bees.  I  also  recall 
that  both  his  and  my  share  of  the  honey  was  left  for 
the  bees.  A  boy  will  lose  all  taste  for  honey  when  he 
gets  to  the  point  where  he  wants  to  fight  for  his  share 
of  it.  Since  that  time  I  have  occasionally  observed 
adults  in  litigation  or  other  hotly  contested  battles  who 
have  struck  me  as  being  very  like  that  boy  and  me. 

I  have  had  only  one  fist  fight,  but  for  more  than 
seventy  years  I  have  always  regretted  that  I  did  not 
have  another,  even  though  it  meant  getting  a  thumping. 
My  brother  William,  a  neighbor  boy  and  I  were  at¬ 
tending  the  fair  in  Wooster,  an  adjoining  county  seat. 
It  was  the  first  county  fair  I  had  ever  attended  and  the 
impression  made  on  me  by  the  fine  fruit,  vegetables, 
livestock  and  races  has  never  been  forgotten.  In  going 
up  the  main  street  of  Wooster  toward  the  fairgrounds 
we  met  some  older  and  larger  boys  who  were  strangers 
to  us.  In  passing  me,  the  largest  one  without  warning 
or  provocation  of  any  kind,  deliberately  slapped  me  on 
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MY  BOYHOOD  IN  OHIO 


the  cheek  and  then  laughed  about  it  to  the  others,  who 
also  thought  it  very  funny.  The  three  boys  from  Lake¬ 
ville  sized  up  the  situation  and  passed  quietly  on  to  the 
fairgrounds.  Perhaps  discretion  was  the  better  part  of 
valor,  but  every  time  I  think  of  that  insult  I  regret 
that  I  did  not  do  my  best  to  even  up  with  that  fellow. 
What  a  thrill  if  by  some  hook  or  crook  I  had  been  able 
to  give  that  big  bully  a  licking  after  all!  There  are 
times  when  each  of  us  likes  to  picture  himself  as  David 
in  that  David-and-Goliath  wrangle. 

It  is  remarkable  how  early  the  human  brain  is  cap¬ 
able  of  registering  observations.  A  few  years  before 
his  death  my  brother-in-law,  George  Lambert,  and  I 
were  discussing  this  point  in  recalling  incidents  that 
had  happened  when  I  was  a  very  small  lad.  He  re¬ 
minded  me  that  one  day  when  I  was  about  three  years 
old  I  had  found  a  large  copper  cent  near  the  woodpile 
of  our  Ohio  home.  The  next  day  he  saw  me  near  the 
same  spot,  and  when  he  asked  me  what  I  was  doing  I 
informed  him  that  I  was  looking  for  more  copper  cents. 
Both  of  us  recalled  the  incident  very  distinctly. 

I  remember  attending  my  first  Christmas  tree  at 
Loudenville,  a  distance  of  six  miles.  Several  boys 
walked  there  and  back  along  the  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road.  That  Christmas  tree  with  its  lights  and  decor¬ 
ations  was  indelibly  impressed  on  my  mind,  for  up  to 
that  time  it  was  the  most  beautiful  thing  I  had  seen. 
Likewise  I  have  not  forgotten  the  adventure  of  that 
twelve-mile  walk  along  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad — 
six  miles  to  the  tree  and  six  longer  miles  back  home. 

Our  school  year  was  from  three  to  four  months,  and 
covered  subjects  of  practical  education.  Spelling 
schools  and  literary  societies  were  much  more  active  in 
those  days  and  furnished  additional  entertainment  and 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


educational  opportunities.  Our  schoolhouse  was  on  a 
knoll  at  the  edge  of  an  oak  grove.  Coasting  down  hill, 
skating  on  a  nearby  reservoir,  and  the  activities  of  the 
usual  games  claimed  quite  a  little  of  our  time  and  kept 
us  healthy. 

In  those  days,  more  than  seventy  years  ago,  very  few 
shoes  were  manufactured  except  to  individual  measure. 
In  the  fall  we  boys  would  go  to  Nashville,  a  distance 
of  four  miles,  to  have  our  measurements  taken  by  our 
old  shoemaker  for  our  winter  boots.  In  about  a  month 
we  would  return  for  the  completed  boots.  This  was 
one  of  the  really  joyful  times  of  our  boyhood  days. 
Every  boy  wore  boots,  and  occasionally  we  would  get 
red-topped  ones. 

While  I  was  returning  from  school  one  evening  my 
curiosity  was  the  cause  of  an  experience  which  I  have 
not  forgotten.  My  Mother  had  asked  me  to  stop  at  a 
neighbor’s  to  get  something  in  a  bottle.  It  was  bright 
red  in  color.  I  had  forgotten  what  Mother  had  called 
it,  but  it  looked  very  good.  In  going  along  I  kept  look¬ 
ing  at  it  and  finally  decided  to  sample  the  contents  to 
find  out  if  it  tasted  as  good  as  it  looked.  So  I  took  a  big 
swig.  To  my  surprise  it  strangled  me;  I  coughed  and 
gasped  for  breath,  and  my  throat  burned  as  though  it 
had  been  seared  with  fire.  I  made  my  way  along  with 
great  effort  and  finally  arrived  home  before  dark,  a 
sadder  and  a  wiser  lad.  My  curiosity  was  entirely  satis¬ 
fied  when  Mother  informed  me  that  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  was  turpentine.  I  have  since  handled  turpentine 
with  the  same  care  and  discretion  that  one  should  use 
in  handling  dynamite. 

Probably  every  man  has  kept  some  secret  of  his  boy¬ 
hood  days  well  hidden  within  his  bosom.  He  has 
avoided  telling  it,  not  because  it  would  be  discreditable 
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to  his  character  or  injurious  to  his  reputation,  but  be¬ 
cause  he  has  had  a  well-grounded  suspicion  that  a 
policy  of  silence  concerning  that  particular  episode 
would  add  considerably  to  his  comfort  in  the  world  in 
which  he  had  his  personal  orbit.  He  hesitates  to  con¬ 
fess  to  an  embarrassing  situation  even  when  the  situ¬ 
ation  is  crowned  with  the  halo  of  frivolous  youth.  Af¬ 
ter  more  than  seventy  years,  however,  I  feel  that  I  am 
entitled  to  tell  a  little  joke  on  myself  in  connection  with 
my  first  experience  in  escorting  a  young  lady  home 
from  spelling  school. 

When  I  was  about  thirteen  years  old,  and  just  be¬ 
fore  we  moved  from  my  native  state  of  Ohio,  I  became 
somewhat  attached  to  a  young  miss  named  Ellen  Butler 
and  one  night  I  accompanied  her  home  from  spelling 
school.  This  took  me  more  than  a  mile  from  my  home 
— and  there  was  a  dark  forest  to  go  through  on  my  re¬ 
turn  trip.  I  failed  entirely  to  give  due  consideration  to 
this  forest  business  and  my  return  through  it  alone,  as 
I  walked  blissfully  along  with  Miss  Butler,  oblivious 
of  all  things  mundane  and  earthly.  After  we  had 
reached  her  home  the  realization  of  my  situation  came 
over  me  with  startling  suddenness.  I  had  never  been 
through  that  timber  at  night  or,  for  that  matter,  any 
distance  at  all  by  myself  at  night,  and  as  I  thought 
back  I  could  not  recall  a  night  which  seemed  so  dark 
and  black  as  the  one  at  hand.  Furthermore  I  was  on 
foot,  which  is  a  slow  way  of  traveling  at  a  time  when 
the  thing  most  desired  is  speed.  I  did  not  even  have  a 
horse  to  ride  for  company.  I  concealed  my  predica¬ 
ment,  but  my  fear  of  going  through  that  timber  be¬ 
came  more  intense  as  time  went  on.  Finally,  when  I 
had  stayed  as  long  as  I  dared,  I  bade  the  girl  good  night 
and  made  a  brave  start  for  home.  Outside  by  myself, 
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however,  the  spirit  became  weak  and  my  courage  failed 
me.  My  only  solution  then  was  to  find  lodging  for  the 
night,  which  after  a  time  I  succeeded  in  doing  with  a 
kindly  neighbor  of  the  girl.  After  a  good  breakfast  the 
next  morning  I  thanked  the  neighbor  profusely  for  his 
hospitality  (I  really  felt  he  had  saved  my  life)  and 
went  on  home  under  a  smiling  sun.  To  my  knowledge 
no  one,  up  to  the  time  this  is  written,  has  known  of  this 
occurrence  except  Miss  Butler,  the  good  Samaritans 
who  sheltered  me  and  myself.  Soon  after  that  we 
moved  from  Ohio  and,  as  often  happens  in  real  life, 
this  childhood  friendship  faded  away  in  the  haze  of 
time  and  distance. 
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Missouri  School  Days 

My  first  summer  in  Missouri  was  spent  working  on 
the  farm  of  my  oldest  brother,  Phillip,  Jr.;  I  was  thir¬ 
teen  years  old.  With  the  exception  of  the  time  when  I 
worked  on  the  farm  of  my  parents,  and  taught  school, 
that  summer  represented  the  only  period  of  my  life 
when  1  worked  for  another,  having  been  my  own  em¬ 
ployer  the  rest  of  the  time. 

I  returned  home  that  fall  and  attended  school  three 
months,  in  a  log  schoolhouse  with  no  backs  to  the  seats, 
walking  two  miles  to  school.  New  school  districts  were 
formed  soon  after  that  and  new  buildings  erected  for 
the  better  accommodation  of  the  younger  generation. 
The  schoolhouse  was  the  community  center  and  served 
as  the  meeting  place  for  spelling  school,  the  literary 
society,  church,  and  Sunday  school.  From  the  time  I 
was  fourteen  years  old  until  nineteen  I  worked  on  the 
farm  of  my  parents  and  attended  school  during  the 
winter  months. 

When  about  eighteen  years  old,  I  decided  to  attend 
school  in  Allendale  where  the  late  Professor  T.  C.  Tib¬ 
bies  was  instructor,  and  our  subjects  were  higher  arith¬ 
metic,  language,  geography,  rhetoric,  orthography,  and 
writing. 

My  experience  in  the  Allendale  school  was  of  signal 
value  to  me,  not  only  for  the  learning  acquired,  but 
for  the  beneficial  effect  of  contact  with  others.  In  this 
world  there  is  need  of  some  formal  education  as  well 
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as  some  informal  education,  and  the  latter  is  usually 
acquired  through  contact  with  our  fellows  and  through 
experience.  Due  to  the  fact  that  there  were  no  funds 
in  the  family  exchequer  for  that  purpose  I  paid  for  my 
board  and  lodging  while  attending  school  in  Allendale 
by  doing  chores  for  the  family  with  whom  I  lived. 

The  next  fall  there  came  to  me,  largely  from  the 
need  of  earning  some  money  for  myself,  an  ambition  to 
teach  school.  The  only  school  available  for  a  young  fel¬ 
low  like  me  was  a  country  school  not  sought  by  exper¬ 
ienced  teachers.  With  nothing  to  commend  me  but  a 
county  school  certificate  and  the  commendation  of  my 
former  teachers,  I  finally  persuaded  the  board  of  the 
Jackson  School  to  contract  for  a  four  months  school 
with  a  guarantee  on  my  part  that  I  was  to  give  satis¬ 
faction.  Evidently  satisfaction  was  given  as  I  was  later 
engaged  to  teach  the  same  school.  My  salary  was  thirty 
dollars  per  month,  including  janitor  work.  Teaching 
school  furnished  an  outlet  for  some  pent-up  energy  that 
needed  to  be  exploited,  and  this  income  for  myself  made 
it  less  necessary  to  ask  my  parents  for  money  which  was 
always  hard  for  me  to  do  and,  I  think,  was  equally  em¬ 
barrassing  to  them. 

The  enrollment  in  this  school  was  over  sixty,  and 
since  the  pupils  were  of  varying  ages  there  were  many 
classes.  With  so  many  classes  I  was  busy  every  minute 
of  the  school  session,  but  I  found  the  work  agreeable 
and  the  pupils  were  orderly  and  obedient.  Three  of  the 
pupils  in  this  school  later  became  school  teachers  them¬ 
selves.  I  taught  the  term  of  1874-1875  in  a  school  two 
miles  north  of  Grant  City.  Then,  when  I  was  twenty- 
two  years  old,  I  returned  once  more  to  our  home  school, 
known  to  this  day  as  the  Jackson  School,  where  I  taught 
the  term  of  1875-1876,  ending  my  school  experience  in 
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April,  1876,  except  serving  in  the  capacity  of  school 
board  member  at  various  times  since  then. 

Methods  of  teaching  have  been  improved  very  much 
since  those  days,  and  an  old-time  teacher  would  find 
himself  lost  in  a  modern  schoolroom.  Even  the  manner 
of  punishment,  when  such  is  now  found  to  be  necessary, 
has  been  changed  for  the  better.  While  there  were  a 
few  exceptions,  it  was  the  more  or  less  generally  ac¬ 
cepted  belief  among  pioneer  teachers  that  to  spare  the 
rod  brought  about  the  almost  inevitable  result  of  spoil¬ 
ing  the  child.  So  the  use  of  the  rod  was  more  common 
and  customary  in  those  days.  Possibly  the  change  has 
been  due  to  more  enlightenment  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers  and  a  different  environment  on  the  part  of  the 
children.  The  youngsters  then  did  not  purposely  mean 
to  disregard  discipline,  but  they  were  more  isolated 
than  the  children  of  today  (they  did  not  have  the  radio, 
the  telephone,  and  the  automobile)  and  when  they  got 
together,  they  were  somewhat  like  western  bronchos 
and  had  to  be  corralled  and  tamed  down.  This  method 
of  punishment  has  subsided  of  late  years  with  suspen¬ 
sion  from  school  or  other  palliative  methods  being  sub¬ 
stituted  quite  effectively. 

I  spent  twelve  months  as  a  teacher.  That  year  spent 
in  the  schoolroom  has  been  of  much  benefit  to  me  in 
years  since  gone  by.  It  was  educational  in  that  I  learned 
things  as  a  teacher  that  had  been  passed  over  too  hastily 
when  I  was  a  pupil.  It  taught  me  to  subjugate  and  con¬ 
trol  my  temper  and  emotions,  and  to  study  human  char¬ 
acter  and  personalities.  To  be  a  successful  teacher  one 
must  also  be  a  good  student.  Teaching  school  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  experience  for  any  young  person  with  the 
proper  temperament.  Many  find  it  to  their  liking  as  a 
life’s  work.  As  such  it  was  not  for  me.  I  needed  the 
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money  and  the  experience  which  it  brought  me,  but  so 
far  as  I  was  concerned  1  looked  upon  it  only  as  a  step¬ 
ping  stone  and  not  as  a  vocation  to  be  followed  inde¬ 
finitely. 
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Family  Ties 

I  admired  the  girls  and  enjoyed  their  company.  My 
experience  with  them  began  when  I  was  about  thirteen 
years  old,  in  the  winter  of  1865-66,  from  which  time  I 
escorted  various  ones  to  parties  and  to  public  gather¬ 
ings.  These  were  just  friendly  companionships  and  did 
not  sink  in  very  deeply  on  either  side,  although  they 
were  seemingly  of  great  importance  at  the  time  and 
wholly  pleasant. 

In  the  summer  of  1872  I  first  met  Miss  Emma  Sa- 
lina  Harper,  who  later  became  my  wife.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  George  C.  and  Emily  S.  Harper,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  at  Morris,  Grundy  County,  Illinois, 
September  1,  1857.  By  the  spring  of  1873  I  felt  that 
I  had  made  considerable  progress  in  gaining  her  at¬ 
tention  and  some  of  her  favor,  but  I  was  worried  as  to 
how  I  stood  in  the  estimation  of  her  parents.  It  is  now, 
and  always  has  been,  one  of  my  characteristics  never 
to  intrude  myself  knowingly  in  any  one’s  company  un¬ 
less  satisfied  that  I  would  be  welcome.  One  Sunday 
evening  early  in  May,  while  visiting  with  Doctor  Har¬ 
per  in  front  of  their  home,  I  approached,  after  con¬ 
siderable  forethought  and  with  a  great  deal  of  anxiety, 
the  subject  of  my  keeping  company  with  his  daughter, 
and  requested  his  consent  to  such  a  program. 

Looking  me  straight  in  the  eye,  Doctor  Harper  said, 
“Young  man,  you  are  welcome  in  our  home.”  Wiping 
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the  perspiration  from  my  forehead,  I  felt  greatly  re¬ 
lieved  to  know  that  I  was  then  on  safe  ground. 

In  our  daily  experience  darkness  follows  light,  and 
life  is  a  strange  mixture  of  joy  and  sadness.  Not  long 
after  that  conversation  Doctor  Harper  became  very  ill, 
and  died  approximately  two  months  later.  The  mem¬ 
ory  of  that  year  is  both  romantic  and  sad — romantic 
because  it  was  the  beginning  of  a  life  companionship 
with  the  daughter  and  sad  because  of  the  death  of  her 
father. 

Doctor  Harper  was  born  February  23,  1817.  Both 
he  and  Mother  Harper  were  natives  of  the  state  of 
New  York  where  they  were  married  November  18, 
1844.  Two  sons,  Curtis  and  Albert,  were  born  there  in 
1850  and  1854,  respectively.  In  1856  the  family  moved 
to  Morris,  Illinois,  birthplace  of  the  two  daughters, 
the  youngest  of  whom,  Mary  Ann,  died  in  infancy. 
Doctor  Harper  was  a  practicing  physician  and  sur¬ 
geon  in  New  York  and  Morris  until  1870  when  the 
family  moved  to  Allendale,  Missouri,  where  he  contin¬ 
ued  to  practice  his  profession  until  his  death  July  26, 
1873. 

He  received  his  doctor  of  medicine  degree  in  Ver¬ 
mont  in  1844,  the  year  of  his  marriage.  As  a  successful 
physician,  he  took  an  active  part  in  civic  affairs  and 
was  charitable  in  his  practice  as  well  as  in  his  everyday 
activities.  He  gave  much  of  his  time  and  effort  gratui¬ 
tously  in  alleviating  the  suffering  of  poor  families  who 
could  ill  afford  the  help  they  needed.  Mother  Harper 
was  born  in  Utica,  New  York,  October  1,  1823,  and 
died  at  our  home  in  Grant  City  February  10,  1910. 
She  was  a  sweet  tempered  little  woman  who  wore  her 
hair  in  ringlets.  She  was  superintendent  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Sunday  school  and  president  of  the  W.C.T.U.  in 
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Dr.  and  Mrs.  George  C.  Harper 
.  1  was  worried  as  to  how  1  stood  in  the  estimation  of  her  parents. 


John  J.  Haas 

.  life  has  been  a  pleasant  journey.” 


Mrs.  John  J.  Haas 

“ For  our  life  companionship  .  .  .  ice  are  truly  thankful 
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FAMILY  TIES 


Allendale  for  many  years.  Both  Doctor  and  Mother 
Harper  were  active  members  in  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

A  young  man  named  Norman  Bridge  made  his  home 
with  Doctor  and  Mother  Harper  in  Morris  where  he 
sold  insurance,  and  in  his  leisure  time  studied  medi¬ 
cine  in  the  office  of  Doctor  Harper.  After  graduating 
in  medicine  and  years  of  practice,  Doctor  Bridge  be¬ 
came  an  instructor  in  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago. 
Later,  because  of  ill  health,  he  retired  to  California 
where  he  regained  his  health  and  through  a  fortunate 
though  nominal  investment  with  E.  L.  Doheny  be¬ 
came  very  wealthy  in  oil.  A  few  years  ago  Doctor 
Bridge  died,  leaving  much  of  his  vast  wealth  for  the 
benefit  of  humanity  through  bequests  to  schools  and 
research  and  charitable  institutions. 

My  marriage  to  Emma  S.  Harper  took  place  De¬ 
cember  27,  1874.  The  officiating  clergyman  was  the 
Rev.  Pendleton  Jones,  a  Baptist  minister  who  was 
popular  as  the  marrying  parson  at  that  time  in  our  vi¬ 
cinity.  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  rhapsodies  here  con¬ 
cerning  our  marriage,  other  than  to  state  that  the  of¬ 
ficiating  minister  did  a  good  job.  It  was  one  of  those 
marriages  that  has  stuck.  Due  to  certain  conditions 
over  which  we  have  had  a  measure  of  control  as  well 
as  to  other  fortunate  conditions  over  which  we  have 
not  had  much  control  (such  as  health  and  continued 
life),  we  have  been  vouchsafed  a  long  wedded  life  to¬ 
gether.  As  this  is  written  we  have  been  married  for  a 
period  of  more  than  sixty-three  years.  In  that  time 
along  the  way  we  have  found  some  spots  that  we 
thought  were  very  rough  ones  and  others  that  were 
surprisingly  fine — sometimes  they  were  discouraging, 
often  they  were  perplexing,  but  never  were  they  un- 
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interesting.  For  our  life  companionship  with  each 
other  we  are  truly  thankful.  The  lives  of  any  couple 
that  long  married  are  closely  welded  together  by  ex¬ 
periences  that  have  taught  hard  lessons  and  cheerful 
ones,  by  memories  that  are  sad  and  gay,  and  by  hopes 
that  beckon  ever  onward  into  the  future. 

We  had  two  daughters  and  one  son.  Cora  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  W.  E.  Wyman,  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Wyman;  Fannie  became  the  wife  of  Bert  Miller,  a  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Miller;  and  G.  C.  was  married 
to  Frances  F.  Elliott,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L. 
J.  Elliott. 

We  have  been  saddened  by  the  loss  of  parents,  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters,  and  other  relatives  and  friends,  but  to 
a  parent  no  loss  can  be  greater  than  the  loss  of  a  son 
or  daughter.  There  is  a  natural  and  indissoluble  bond 
between  parents  and  a  child  that  cannot  exist  between 
other  relationships.  This  comment  is  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  our  daughter,  Fannie  Haas  Miller,  on  Oc¬ 
tober  17,  1932.  During  the  days,  months  or  years  we 
may  yet  be  permitted  to  live  we  expect  to  carry  on  as 
nearly  as  possible  as  before,  but  her  passing  has  taken 
something  very  real  and  precious  out  of  our  lives.  Fan¬ 
nie  was  an  interesting  personality.  Quite  as  much  as 
anyone  could  do,  she  lived  for  others.  She  had  an  in¬ 
domitable  spirit  of  courage  and  cheerfulness,  and  a 
friendly  interest  in  young  people  with  whom  she  asso¬ 
ciated  continually.  Many  of  them  learned  to  come  to 
her  with  their  problems  for  friendly  counsel  and  ad¬ 
vice.  Some  lives  are  an  inspiration  and  a  guide  in 
teaching  the  importance  of  gentle  actions  and  kind 
deeds. 

In  memory  of  her  unselfish  life  and  in  recognition  of 
her  interest  in  the  church  of  her  choice,  her  husband 
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and  members  of  her  family  joined  together  in  pur¬ 
chasing  and  presenting  the  Fannie  Haas  Miller  Me¬ 
morial  Parsonage  to  the  First  Christian  Church  of 
Grant  City.  Located  on  High  Street  and  adjoining  our 
own  home,  this  property  consists  of  a  seven-room  resi¬ 
dence  with  tile  garage.  The  presentation  and  dedica¬ 
tory  ceremonies  were  held  on  Mother’s  Day,  May  13, 
1934.  We  felt  that  this  gift  was  peculiarly  appropriate 
as  a  memorial  to  her  life  not  only  because  it  is  a  desir¬ 
able  residence  location,  but  for  the  further  historic  rea¬ 
son  that  it  is  the  original  site  of  the  first  Christian 
Church  edifice  built  in  Grant  City  before  the  church 
occupied  its  present  building  approximately  two  blocks 
north  on  High  Street. 
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The  Good  Earth 


The  cultivation  of  the  earth  is  the  oldest  and  most 
important  labor  of  man.  I  was  born  on  a  farm  and  my 
environment  and  inclination  developed  in  me  an  en¬ 
during  love  of  nature  to  such  an  extent  that  it  seemed 
entirely  natural  for  me  to  desire  to  follow  the  business 
of  farming  and  stock  raising.  It  is  true  that  at  the  time 
of  my  selection  few  other  occupations  were  available 
compared  with  the  many  that  are  now  presented  to 
young  men  for  their  choice.  I  doubt,  however,  that 
even  the  present  wide  range  of  selection  could  out¬ 
weigh  in  me  the  conviction  in  the  depth  of  my  being 
that  the  land  is  the  finest  and  most  honorable  of  all 
that  might  occupy  the  energies  of  man. 

In  the  spring  of  1875  I  began  farming  for  myself 
with  bright  hopes  for  the  future.  I  had  inherited  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  (of  approximately 
the  same  value  as  the  inheritances  of  my  brothers  and 
sisters),  and  had  a  team  and  a  few  implements  of  my 
own.  Our  team  was  dappled  cream  in  color  with  white 
manes  and  tails,  and  a  mare  named  Doche  was  our 
favorite.  Doche  was  a  beautiful  animal,  too  beautiful, 
in  fact  for  our  own  good,  because  either  by  sight  or 
reputation  she  attracted  the  attention  of  a  horse  thief. 
She  was  stolen  from  the  barn  one  night  in  June  and 
we  were  never  able  to  recover  or  even  find  trace  of  her 
thereafter.  Nowadays  the  horse  is  too  cheap  and  too 
slow  to  steal,  so  the  criminal  has  attuned  his  methods 
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THE  GOOD  EARTH 


to  the  times.  In  those  days  horse  stealing  was  common 
and  the  horse  thief  was  universally  hated;  he  occupied 
about  the  same  level  in  the  minds  of  decent,  law-abid¬ 
ing  citizens  that  the  bank  bandit  and  kidnaper  does  to¬ 
day.  Having  Doche  stolen  was  the  first  loss  we  exper¬ 
ienced  after  our  marriage,  and  it  meant  more  to  us  then, 
when  just  starting  out,  than  many  times  that  would  be 
to  us  now.  As  we  grow  older  and  gain  experience  we 
learn  to  expect  a  few  losses  and  disappointments  in  life. 

At  that  time  we  traveled  across  the  country  regard¬ 
less  of  farm  lines.  Roads  usually  followed  the  ridges 
and  there  were  very  few  bridges  over  the  streams. 
During  high  waters  travel  would  have  to  cease  until 
the  waters  subsided.  With  the  crude  farm  tools  avail¬ 
able  in  1866  work  on  the  farm  was  very  trying  and 
everlastingly  slow.  During  the  next  ten-year  period, 
however,  wonderful  improvements  in  farm  machinery 
came  into  use  in  our  section  of  the  country.  Among 
these  were  the  McCormick  binder,  the  Buckeye  mower, 
the  horse-drawn  corn  planter  and  the  two-horse  culti¬ 
vator  which  plowed  one  row  of  corn  at  a  time.  During 
this  early  period  livestock  roamed  at  large  on  the  native 
prairie  grass  and  the  larger  herds  were  attended  by  a 
herder.  The  passing  of  the  livestock  law  in  1882  and 
the  introduction  of  barbed  and  woven  wire  brought 
about  the  greatest  change  in  conditions  this  western 
country  ever  witnessed.  Before  that  time  farming  land 
had  to  be  fenced,  and  at  first  this  was  generally  done 
with  rails  and  later  with  lumber.  For  this  reason  early 
settlements  were  made  near  timber  lands  and  the  most 
fertile  land  in  the  open  was  left  for  the  more  progres¬ 
sive  settlers  from  eastern  states  who  had  the  means  to 
improve  the  land  without  depending  entirely  upon  the 
use  of  timber.  Within  a  few  years  this  open  country 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


was  settled  and  had  many  improvements,  and  the  roads 
were  located  along  section  lines  or  as  circumstances 
demanded. 

In  1880  I  bought  my  first  tract  of  land.  The  winter 
of  1880-1881  was  a  very  cold  one  with  plenty  of  snow. 
There  was  fine  sledding  almost  all  winter,  and  during 
that  time  I  did  much  hauling  for  building  and  fencing. 
During  the  previous  fall  and  that  winter  I  built  our 
first  house,  and  in  the  spring  of  1881  we  moved  into 
the  new  house  on  our  recently  purchased  farm  in 
Smith  Township,  ready  for  activity  and  expansion. 
There  was  ample  opportunity  for  activity  as  all  im¬ 
provements  had  to  be  made,  including  fencing,  shelter 
for  livestock,  provision  for  water,  fruit  to  be  set  out 
and  crops  planted.  We  lived  on  this  farm  for  twenty 
years  and  at  the  time  this  is  written  we  have  owned 
the  original  part  of  this  farm  for  fifty-eight  years. 
During  the  lean  years  of  the  Cleveland  administration 
prices  were  very  low,  and  I  decided  that  it  was  a  good 
time  to  erect  better  and  more  permanent  buildings.  So 
in  1893  we  built  a  40  x  SO  foot  barn  with  stone  base¬ 
ment,  and  in  1894  we  rebuilt  our  house  into  one  of  ten 
rooms  and  two  porches.  These  buildings  have  been 
used  constantly  since  that  time  and  are  still  in  good 
repair  with  their  practical  utility  unimpaired.  The 
continued  improvement  of  a  farm  requires  constant  at¬ 
tention  and  effort,  besides  the  expenditure  of  consider¬ 
able  money  and  much  hard  work. 

An  exciting  incident  happened  soon  after  we  moved 
on  this  farm  in  1881.  We  had  a  temporary  well,  ten 
or  twelve  feet  deep,  not  far  from  the  house.  Due  to 
the  rush  of  other  matters  the  top  of  the  well  had  not 
been  properly  finished,  but  was  covered  only  with 
boards,  and  water  was  drawn  from  it  with  a  rope  and 
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THE  GOOD  EARTH 


bucket.  One  Sunday  my  wife  noticed  our  daughter 
Cora,  then  about  six  years  old,  playing  near  the  well. 
This  was  not  to  her  liking,  so  the  mother  soon  looked 
out  again  to  see  that  all  was  well,  intending  to  direct 
the  child  to  continue  her  playing  elsewhere  in  the  yard. 
One  glance  showed  no  sight  of  the  child,  but  it  did  re¬ 
veal  that  the  boards  covering  the  well  had  been  opened. 
The  mother  rushed  to  the  well  to  investigate.  When 
she  looked  down  and  saw  bubbles  rising  to  the  sur¬ 
face  of  the  water  she  let  out  a  shriek  that  was  a  kind 
of  cross  between  a  Comanche  Indian  war  whoop  and 
the  Grant  City  fire  whistle.  It  brought  me  to  the  spot 
in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell  it.  Our  agitation  was  in¬ 
tense.  At  no  time  in  my  life  have  I  experienced  ex¬ 
citement  equal  to  that  incident.  I  was  all  ready  to  jump 
in  the  well  to  rescue  the  child  when  we  saw  her,  at¬ 
tracted  by  our  noise,  peeking  at  us  around  the  corner 
of  the  house.  Emulating  her  elders,  Cora  had  at¬ 
tempted  to  pull  up  a  bucket  of  water,  but  being  inex¬ 
perienced  in  the  manipulation  of  the  bucket  had 
dropped  it  in  the  well,  causing  the  bubbles  to  rise.  She 
had  then  decided  that  it  was  altogether  desirable  that 
she  absent  herself  from  the  scene  of  her  activity  and 
await  developments  from  a  safe  distance.  Any  idea  of 
punishment  was  forgotten  in  the  elation  of  finding  her, 
and  not  long  after  that  the  well  had  a  substantial  cover 
and  pump. 

From  time  to  time  we  added  adjacent  parcels  of 
land,  so  that  in  the  fifty-eight-year  period  since  1880 
the  average  size  of  the  farm  has  been  approximately 
four  hundred  acres.  It  was  our  policy  from  the  first 
to  feed  all  the  corn  and  hay  and  grain  we  raised,  to¬ 
gether  with  additional  corn  purchased  from  others,  to 
our  livestock  on  the  farm.  Crops  were  not  sold  from 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


the  farm,  and  in  this  way,  with  proper  rotation,  the  fer¬ 
tility  of  the  land  has  been  retained. 

We  have  not  ordinarily  thought  of  our  farm  as  a 
manufacturing  plant  and  yet,  in  a  sense,  that  is  exactly 
what  it  has  been — a  food  factory.  With  the  help  of  na¬ 
ture  we  have  taken  raw  materials  from  the  soil  and  the 
rain  and  the  sunshine  and,  adding  labor  and  other 
necessary  ingredients,  have  converted  those  raw  ma¬ 
terials  into  our  principal  finished  product — fat  live¬ 
stock  on  the  hoof  ready  for  the  packer.  In  this  manner, 
and  without  claiming  any  altruistic  motives  for  the  hun¬ 
gry  mouths  of  humanity,  our  farm  has  produced  a  good 
many  steaks  and  chops  for  the  tables  of  the  world — 
meat,  man’s  most  important  and  most  concentrated 
food.  Not  all  of  the  livestock  handled  was  born  on  the 
farm,  a  large  percentage  of  the  cattle  having  been  pur¬ 
chased  locally  or  from  adjacent  markets  for  growth 
and  fattening  purposes.  A  conservative  estimate  indi¬ 
cates  that,  besides  other  products,  approximately  seven 
thousand  head  of  cattle  (mostly  corn-fed  steers),  hogs, 
lambs  and  horses  have  been  sold  from  this  farm  since 
1881.  According  to  my  records,  the  lowest  prices  per 
hundred-weight  received  during  this  period  were  as 
follows:  fat  steers  at  $4.00  and  hogs  at  $2.85  in  1933, 
with  fat  lambs  at  $3.00  in  1936.  The  highest  prices  per 
hundred-weight  received  during  the  same  period  were 
steers  at  $12.50  in  January,  1920;  hogs  at  $21.25  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1919;  and  lambs  at  $10.00  in  June,  1920.  Ex¬ 
cepting  the  horses  and  mules,  these  animals  were 
shipped  in  carload  lots  direct  to  the  Chicago,  Kansas 
City,  or  St.  Joseph  markets. 

After  we  had  lived  on  this  farm  for  twenty  years  we 
decided  that  we  had  earned  a  sufficient  competence 
and  the  right  to  take  life  a  little  easier.  In  June,  1901, 
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we  moved  to  a  house  we  had  built  in  the  north  part  of 
Grant  City  and  lived  there  for  twenty-six  years.  In 
November,  1927,  we  moved  to  our  home  on  High  Street 
where  we  now  reside.  During  the  period  of  our  mar¬ 
ried  life  we  have  made  three  moves,  and  we  now  be¬ 
lieve  that  these  three  constitute  the  only  moves  we  shall 
ever  make.  Our  idea  on  moving  is,  that  living  a  life¬ 
time  in  one  place  is  too  monotonous;  that  a  second  move 
is  justified  because  it  enables  one  to  get  rid  of  a  lot  of 
junk  that  has  collected  during  the  years,  while  the  third 
move  should  afford  sufficient  moving  experience  to 
gratify  the  roving  instinct  and  enable  one  to  select  a 
satisfactory  home  and  settle  down. 

During  the  thirty-seven  years  since  we  moved  from 
the  farm  it  has  been  leased  on  the  fifty-fifty  plan,  ex¬ 
cepting  two  years  when  it  was  operated  by  a  hired  man 
and  his  family.  The  buildings  are  older  now,  but  they 
have  been  kept  in  good  repair;  the  farm  is  fenced  bet¬ 
ter  and  there  is  a  greater  abundance  of  water.  During 
this  period  I  have  retained  the  crop  control  of  the  farm 
and  I  believe  it  is  due  to  this  fact  that  the  farm  today 
is  in  as  good  a  state  of  fertility  as  when  we  moved  from 
it  in  1901.  Thus,  our  farm  has  been  a  going  business 
concern  with  the  same  ownership  and  the  same  manage¬ 
ment  for  a  continuous  period  of  fifty-eight  years.  I  sus¬ 
pect  you  will  find  that  the  number  of  business  concerns 
in  this  country  (whether  owned  individually  or  by  cor¬ 
porations)  which  have  been  in  active  operation  under 
the  same  ownership  and  management  for  a  longer  per¬ 
iod  than  fifty-eight  years  is  rather  fewer  than  you  might 
at  first  believe. 

In  these  days  we  hear  much  of  farm  problems,  as 
though  they  were  something  new;  but  we  have  always 
had  farm  problems  of  one  kind  or  another.  They  are 
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always  with  us.  They  come  as  infallibly  as  the  sea¬ 
sons,  bringing  along  their  own  peculiar  worries  and 
exasperations.  A  drought  may  wither  the  growing 
crops,  or  a  Hood  or  grasshoppers  or  bugs  or  something 
else  may  destroy  them.  Livestock  always  faces  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  disease  and  the  hazards  of  accident,  and  bumper 
crops  may  be  accompanied  by  marketing  problems  or 
ruinous  prices.  Even  times  of  prosperity  do  not  bring 
an  end  to  farm  problems — they  merely  usher  in  new 
ones.  It  is  well  to  remember,  however,  that  the  farmer 
is  not  the  only  one  who  has  problems.  There  are  times 
when  the  grass  in  the  other  fellow’s  pasture  looks 
greener,  but  I  have  a  suspicion  that  all  lines  of  activity 
are  continually  faced  with  difficulties.  It  is  the  rule  of 
life.  No  one  can  expect  complete  relief  from  prob¬ 
lems;  if  he  found  it  life  would  be  dull  and  uninterest¬ 
ing,  and  he  would  be  unhappy.  Happiness  comes 
through  doing  the  best  we  can  with  the  rough  material 
which  we  have.  Problems  challenge  us  to  action — and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  a  possible  solution  that  will  square 
with  our  aims  and  hopes  and  ideals. 
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Banking  and  Public  Service 

My  experience  in  operating  a  bank  was  before  the 
World  War,  and  prior  to  the  money-spending  and  rain¬ 
bow-chasing  era  which  wound  up  in  what  we  refer  to 
as  the  depression. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Williams  and  I,  together  with  a  group  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  vicinity  of  Denver  in 
Worth  County,  organized  the  Bank  of  Denver,  Jan¬ 
uary  16,  1905.  The  first  board  of  directors  was  com¬ 
posed  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Williams,  John  J.  Haas,  E.  M. 
McLeod,  M.  S.  Williams,  and  William  Beavers.  The 
first  officers  of  the  bank  were  E.  M.  McLeod,  presi¬ 
dent;  M.  S.  Williams,  vice-president;  Dr.  C.  W.  Wil¬ 
liams,  cashier,  and  Elvis  E.  Robertson,  assistant  cash¬ 
ier.  I  became  vice-president  in  1906  and  president  in 
April,  1909,  when  Doctor  Williams  sold  his  interest 
in  the  institution  and  moved  to  New  Mexico.  E.  M. 
Henton  succeeded  Doctor  Williams  as  cashier  and  Mr. 
Henton  and  I  continued  in  active  management  of  the 
bank  until  October,  1912,  when  I  sold  control  of  the 
bank  to  local  individuals  of  Denver.  I  have  always  felt 
a  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  people  of  Denver  and  to 
those  surrounding  it  for  the  pleasant  business  relations 
which  the  bank  enjoyed  during  my  connection  with  it. 

I  was  not  active  in  its  management,  but  was  inter¬ 
ested  with  our  family  in  the  Greenfield  (Iowa)  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  for  nearly  three  years  from  April,  1920. 
During  this  time  the  directors  and  officers  of  the  Bank 

57 


aotvwS  oil.Jij*!  bnr>  ynidreH 

'f  tux  s  gqijsraqjQ  ni  aonoiToq/a 

o>  *:r  n  aw  ixdw  ni  qv  bnuow  rioiriw  ma  gitfe«ib*wod 

.aoiaeaiq  orb  g£ 

:0  quoig  £  cfoiW  /  >tnagot  j  bnc  sms-ril  iW  .W  .i< » 

(u  tavnaCr  to  ^l«ni  >iv  m  i  to  ermim  l  unr^  ua  :  rft 
-n  \  {1D  f  1 1  "j  to  in  .rf;  ,f!t  :  Sb.  .gio  ?’/]nU(K>  lliloW 

-n  oj  efi  /  i  a/ismib  to  btcod  leifl  adT  .?.0P|  tdf  fisu 

*7'  •  nd  |  ^aicilliW  .W  /.  .iCT  ;o  bagoq 

a  i  .etovx;a:’  muilliW  bnc  (cmfiittiW  .3  J/  tfcoaJoM 

- 

-liV  .W  .  J  .’!*'  {  ;  oaiv  liW  .3  . <  i  :  nab 

-  <  mm  ••:*.  (no3j r  do 5-  f  ai v  d  bns  .-.ibejs >  hmH 

u;  j.-  biaaiq  I  nu  cV'-  !  ni  si;.'  iq  ;  ; 7  •  00  .  ,<j  ’  .-lai 

i  n^ni  girl  bK>  grosifii  W  totaoG  raiw  ,W?i  JiiqA 
.7 1  .0  >\y-j  l  vrj  C  ol  bo/orn  bus  n* »iiu ; ii^ai  aril  ni 

arit  o  1  lafTDy.nsm  aviloB  ni  baunitnoj  I  bux,  notnall 
t  o  (ot  f  0  i  :4og  ,  mfiv/.kl'M  <  ia»  0J0O  firm  Afino 
at  <y<  wU  ov b  I.  .taVpaU  to  gi uubivibni  lux  f  ol  obisc 
ot  b  iB  *»vn  >C  Ip  alqoaq  aid  o)  abuldlinj;  lo  agnat  b 
X!  i  •  •.  m  *'8:  nig  no  tnegij>! q  7  ft  ioit  ri  »nucn  .og  agors 
.ti  dfiw  froimnncj  vcn  gnhab  ba/ojna  jtnj.d  or  ft  doiriw 
■  fotai  ?r:w  tu  I  ttfiamagf>nBrn  eti  ni  avitofi  ton  gftw  I 

VJ:8  (  wo{  bk  dnaaiO  ro  v  mu  iuo  dtiw  bano 

■ 


ALONG  THE  WAY 


were  as  follows:  W.  L.  Battin,  president;  G.  D.  Mus- 
maker  and  G.  C.  Haas,  vice-presidents;  A.  D.  Crooks 
and  Dr.  J.  A.  Harper,  directors,  and  J.  W.  Young, 
cashier.  Greenfield  was  a  good  town  in  a  productive 
territory  and  I  became  acquainted  with  many  of  its  ex¬ 
cellent  citizens.  Our  family  sold  its  interest  in  the 
Greenfield  bank  to  local  citizens  in  the  early  part  of 
1923  when  our  son  became  associated  with  the  Security- 
First  National  Bank  of  Los  Angeles. 

Banking  is  interesting  because  human  nature  is  in¬ 
teresting.  The  human  nature  element  is  peculiarly 
prominent  in  the  banking  business  for  the  reason  that 
the  banker  deals  largely  in  intangible  goods;  also  he 
meets  all  classes  and  types  of  individuals.  In  time  about 
all  the  qualities  of  human  nature  parade  before  the 
banker  in  his  daily  work.  These  individuals  he  sees 
are  not  painted  actors  playing  parts  behind  the  foot¬ 
lights  or  on  the  screen.  They  are  human  beings  living 
their  lives. 

Ours  is  a  government  by  political  parties,  and  it  is 
the  right  and  duty  of  every  citizen  to  align  himself  with 
the  political  party  of  his  choice.  The  individual  citi¬ 
zen  registers  his  approval  or  disapproval  of  men  and 
measures  by  means  of  the  ballot  and  in  this  way  exer¬ 
cises  control  over  the  government.  In  this  country  we 
believe  in  the  right  of  the  majority  to  rule  (although 
we  may  attempt  to  switch  the  majority  to  the  other  side 
at  the  following  election) ,  and  one  of  the  highest  privi¬ 
leges  and  most  important  duties  of  every  citizen  is  to 
vote  at  each  election.  Unless  our  theory  of  government 
is  wrong,  that  is  our  greatest  safeguard. 

I  suppose  it  is  true  that  no  individual  ever  became 
a  candidate  for  office  without  having,  among  other 
things,  an  honest  conviction  that  he  was  being  urgently 
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solicited  to  do  so  by  his  friends.  He  scoffs  at  the  first 
two  or  three  who  mention  it,  but  when  six  or  eight  have 
broached  the  subject  to  him  he  may  begin  to  turn  an 
attentive  ear,  and  by  the  time  the  number  reaches  a 
dozen  or  two  it  may  be  rather  easy  for  him  to  picture 
this  phenomenon  as  the  mere  outcropping  of  a  great 
popular  demand  for  his  candidacy.  Somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  point  one  of  two  things  usually  happens 
to  his  hat — either  it  is  pulled  down  to  his  ears  and 
kept  there  or  it  is  tossed  with  a  flourish  into  the  ring 
to  await  confirmation  or  disillusion,  as  the  case  may 
be,  on  election  day. 

I  was  elected  to  two  county  offices  in  Worth  County. 
There  was  nothing  unusual  in  that  fact,  but  I  believe 
it  was  a  little  out  of  the  ordinary  that  I  should  have 
been  elected  to  the  first  office  as  a  Democrat  and  to  the 
second  as  a  Republican.  How  that  came  about  and  the 
interesting  circumstances  which  caused  me  to  change 
my  political  affiliations  from  one  party  to  the  other 
might  bear  relating. 

In  1889  the  Democratic  delegate  convention  selected 
me  as  a  candidate  for  the  County  Court  of  Worth 
County  and  I  was  later  elected.  The  County  Court  has 
charge  of  county  finances.  My  associates  on  the  County 
Court  were  Judges  John  A.  West  and  Benjamin  Hern¬ 
don,  both  Republicans.  That  County  Court,  however, 
was  in  harmony  on  one  important  policy.  It  refused  to 
issue  county  warrants  in  excess  of  the  revenue  for  the 
current  fiscal  year,  and  by  strictly  adhering  to  that  pol¬ 
icy  we  got  the  county  practically  out  of  debt  without  de¬ 
creasing  its  normal  and  ordinary  services  to  the  public. 
On  some  occasions  prior  to  and  since  that  period  county 
warrants  have  been  issued  without  much  apparent  re¬ 
gard  for  the  balancing  of  the  budget. 
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In  the  early  nineties  there  was  a  literary  society  at 
our  schoolhouse  and  we  usually  had  some  subject  of 
current  interest  for  debate.  One  night  the  society  de¬ 
cided  to  debate  the  tariff  question  then  coming  promi¬ 
nently  before  the  public.  Ours  was  a  Democratic  com¬ 
munity  and  no  one  would  volunteer  to  present  the  pro¬ 
tective  side  of  the  question.  Like  most  of  our  family  I 
had  been  a  Democrat  all  my  life  and  had  even  been 
elected  to  office  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  Imagine  my 
chagrin  and  the  jests  of  my  friends  when  I  was  drafted 
as  one  of  those  to  represent  the  protective  or  Republi¬ 
can  side  in  the  debate  in  direct  opposition  to  my  views. 
Having  been  drafted  for  the  debate,  I  laid  aside  all 
partisan  zeal  for  the  time  being  and  began  a  thorough 
and  systematic  study  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  by 
keeping  cheap  foreign  goods  and  agricultural  products 
out  of  our  markets.  After  several  weeks’  study  two  of 
us  went  up  against  the  bunch  in  that  Democratic  com¬ 
munity — and  won  the  debate!  What  is  more  to  the 
point  my  arguments  in  that  debate  seemed  so  logical 
and  forceful  that  I  almost  convinced  myself.  At  least 
that  debate  stimulated  me  to  a  further  study  of  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  two  parties,  particularly  on  the  tariff 
and  sound  money  questions.  When  Bryan  ran  against 
McKinley  the  second  time  I  voted  for  McKinley  be¬ 
cause  I  felt  that  the  prosperous  times  during  his  first 
administration  had  vindicated  and  proved,  in  actual 
practice,  some  of  the  arguments  I  had  used  in  that 
schoolhouse  debate  and  I  have  voted  with  the  Republi¬ 
can  party  on  national  questions  since  that  time. 

I  served  as  mayor  of  Grant  City  during  the  years 
1917-1918.  This  was  during  the  war  period  and  one 
winter  the  influenza  epidemic  raged,  requiring  a  great 
deal  of  vigilance  and  tact  on  the  part  of  city  officials 
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and  the  board  of  health.  During  this  two-year  period 
the  street  lighting  system  was  materially  improved,  the 
buildings  and  machinery  of  the  water  system  were  re¬ 
vamped  and  reconstructed,  automobile  parking  and 
traffic  was  systematized  and  regulated,  and  substantial 
street  work  was  completed. 

In  1920  I  was  elected  as  a  Republican  to  represent 
Worth  County  in  the  Fifty-First  General  Assembly  of 
Missouri.  This  session  of  the  legislature  enacted  into 
law  the  sixty  million  dollar  highway  bond  issue  voted 
by  the  people  at  the  previous  November  election,  and 
marked  the  real  beginning  of  good  roads  in  Missouri. 
The  soldier  bonus  bill,  likewise  voted  by  the  people  of 
the  state  at  the  previous  general  election,  was  also 
enacted  into  law.  I  secured  the  passage  of  two  road 
bills  and  assisted  in  formulating  and  securing  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  another  bill  permitting  larger  school  districts 
to  offer  school  work  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  grades.  I 
was  a  member  of  the  following  committees:  official 
salaries  and  fees,  manufacturers,  engrossed  bills,  re¬ 
trenchment  and  reform. 

During  the  campaign  of  1920,  and  in  connection  with 
the  highway  bond  issue,  various  speakers  told  many 
good  road  stories;  which  may  or  may  not  have  had  any 
effect  on  the  results  of  election  day.  One  such  story 
which  I  remember  might  bear  repeating.  It  seems  that 
many  years  before  a  man  and  a  woman  and  seven  chil¬ 
dren  had  come  down  out  of  the  hills  in  a  pioneer  sec¬ 
tion  of  another  state  to  the  office  in  the  courthouse 
which  issued  marriage  licenses.  “What  we  want,”  an¬ 
nounced  the  man,  “is  to  get  married”,  and  the  woman 
nodded  her  approval.  The  clerk  asking  certain  neces¬ 
sary,  and  some  unnecessary,  questions  soon  learned  that 
the  seven  youngsters  were  their  children.  Whereupon 
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the  man  evidently  thought  that  an  explanation  of  the 
situation  might  not  be  inappropriate.  “We  planned  to 
get  in  a  mite  sooner  on  this  marryin’  business,”  he  said, 
“but  the  roads  have  been  awful  bad  out  our  way.” 

I  found  that  members  of  the  legislature  were  much 
like  human  beings  elsewhere.  Some  were  capable  and 
efficient,  while  others  might  almost  as  well  have  been  at 
their  daily  tasks  at  home.  Some  were  like  mischievous 
boys  and  greatly  enjoyed  the  discomfiture  of  a  member 
on  the  opposite  side  after  they  had  stolen  the  notes  of 
a  spirited  speech  he  had  risen  to  make  on  an  important 
bill.  I  was  a  member  of  only  one  junketing  trip  during 
my  short  legislative  career.  A  real  estate  firm  had  been 
lobbying  around  the  capitol  for  several  weeks  attempt¬ 
ing  to  sell  to  the  state  a  scenic  tract  of  land  in  Camden 
County  as  a  park.  A  committee  of  twenty,  headed  by 
Speaker  O’Fallon,  was  taken  to  the  property  to  inspect 
it.  I  remember  that  we  were  taken  in  cars  that  were  old 
and  wheezy,  and  on  several  occasions  we  had  to  push 
the  cars  through  the  streams  and  up  the  muddy  hills. 
That  trip  was  a  strange  combination  of  inspection,  hi¬ 
larity,  and  transportation  troubles  and  I  believe  no 
member  of  the  committee  will  ever  forget  it. 

The  American  Red  Cross  is  the  only  charity  organi¬ 
zation  authorized  by  an  Act  of  Congress  and  stands 
preeminent  among  all  such  worthy  organizations.  It 
was  chartered  by  congress  January  5,  1905,  and  it  exists 
for  giving  volunteer  aid  to  the  sick  and  wounded  dur¬ 
ing  war,  and  to  the  sufferers  by  disaster,  famine,  or  epi¬ 
demic  disease  during  peace.  Ex-president  Taft  was  its 
first  president.  Because  of  its  prestige  and  its  official 
recognition  it  is  placed  in  charge  of  relief  work  in  all 
major  disasters,  and  for  this  reason  one-half  of  all  funds 
collected  go  to  its  national  headquarters. 
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BANKING  AND  PUBLIC  SERVICE 


When  the  Worth  County  Chapter  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  was  organized  in  August,  1917,  I  was  se¬ 
lected  as  its  chairman  and  served  thereafter  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  for  approximately  fifteen  years.  The  late  Clark 
Gardner  was  the  only  other  member  of  the  executive 
committee  who  also  served  continuously  during  those 
years.  The  greater  part  of  the  funds  were  received 
through  the  splendid  responses  to  drives  for  donations 
during  war  times,  since  which  time  collections  have 
been  confined  to  membership  dues. 

Charity  is  a  study  in  itself  and  the  collection  of  funds 
is  only  one  part  of  the  problem.  Another  part  of  the 
problem  consists  in  doing  a  real  dollar’s  worth  of  good 
for  every  dollar  collected — and  in  carrying  relief  to 
the  most  deserving  in  the  proper  way  at  the  right  time. 
It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  distinguish  between  the 
worthy  and  the  unworthy,  and  to  weigh  well  where  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  belongs.  We  found  only  a  few 
cases,  however,  where  applications  for  assistance  would 
not  stand  a  thorough  investigation.  On  the  other  hand, 
discretion  was  frequently  required  to  give  needed  help 
and  at  the  same  time  avoid  hurting  the  self-respect  of 
certain  unfortunate  individuals  who  were  too  humili¬ 
ated  and  crushed  to  ask  for  relief. 
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Here  and  There 


An  occasional  change  from  the  scenes  and  activities 
of  daily  routine  is  a  wholesome  stimulant.  Well-earned 
vacations  scattered  along  the  pathway  of  life  form 
bright  spots  in  memory  and  give  an  added  zest  to  our 
existence. 

I  like  travel.  After  provision  has  been  made  for  cus¬ 
tomary  needs,  I  believe  there  is  no  way  in  which  money 
brings  greater  returns  in  pleasure  and  knowledge.  To 
visit  new  scenes  and  study  human  beings  in  various 
walks  of  life  has  always  been  an  interesting  experience 
to  me.  It  might  be  different  if  one  were  forced  by 
necessity  or  duty  to  travel,  but  our  travels,  such  as  they 
have  been,  were  principally  for  the  purpose  of  pleas¬ 
ure,  and  were  in  the  nature  of  a  change  from  ordinary 
and  more  arduous  pursuits.  On  all  journeys  of  any  con¬ 
sequence  I  have  been  accompanied  by  my  wife.  We 
were  never  able  to  travel  so  much  that  we  became  sati¬ 
ated  by  it  and,  as  a  consequence,  there  has  been  a  thrill 
of  anticipation  and  enjoyment  in  every  trip.  In  look¬ 
ing  back  it  is  easy  to  realize  that  each  trip  has  contrib¬ 
uted  something  worth  while.  Our  travels  have  been 
confined  to  seeing  America  first — and  there  are  still 
many  interesting  places  in  this  country  we  should  like 
to  visit.  However,  we  have  been  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  and  from  Canada  to  Old  Mexico,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  we  have  visited  nearly  all  of  the  forty-eight  states 
of  the  union. 
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HERE  AND  THERE 


Various  scenes  and  experiences  flash  vividly  across 
my  memory.  I  have  gone  through  a  tornado  in  the 
Middle  West,  I  have  seen  lightning  play  above  the  sky¬ 
scrapers  in  New  York,  and  I  have  felt  an  earthquake 
in  California.  I  have  viewed  the  panorama  from  the 
top  of  the  Washington  Monument  in  our  national  capi¬ 
tal,  and  I  have  seen  a  portion  of  three  states  from  the 
top  of  Lookout  Mountain  in  Tennessee.  I  have  visited 
a  mine  in  Cripple  Creek,  gone  to  the  bottom  of  a  well 
in  Missouri,  and  experienced  several  depressions,  but 
I  have  never  felt  as  low  as  when  seasick  on  a  boat  trip 
from  Los  Angeles  to  San  Francisco.  I  have  visited 
numerous  colleges  and  universities,  and  each  time  I 
have  been  impressed  by  the  ambition  and  enthusiasm  of 
youth;  I  have  also  visited  several  penitentiaries  and 
insane  asylums  and  likewise  each  time  I  have  been  sad¬ 
dened  by  the  sight  of  blasted  hopes  and  ruined  lives.  I 
have  felt  the  grip  of  a  tiny  baby  as  it  grasped  my  fin¬ 
ger,  and  in  California  I  have  seen  the  oldest  living 
things  in  the  world — giant  Redwood  trees  which  scien¬ 
tists  tell  us  were  living  two  thousand  years  before 
Christ  was  born. 

I  have  watched  the  fog  roll  in  over  the  Golden  Gate, 
I  have  seen  the  rainbow  in  the  mist  below  Niagara 
Falls,  and  I  have  studied  the  weird  shadows  of  mid¬ 
afternoon  in  the  Garden  of  the  Gods.  I  have  seen  strong 
and  healthy  boys  going  to  war,  I  have  visited  the  shat¬ 
tered  victims  of  war  in  soldiers’  homes,  and  I  have 
seen  row  on  row  of  uniform  headstones  in  our  well- 
kept  national  cemeteries.  I  proved  to  myself  that  I 
could  climb  to  the  top  of  Pike’s  Peak  long  before  an 
automobile  ever  made  the  ascent  on  its  own  power,  and 
I  have  visited  that  natural  amphitheater  known  as  the 
Hollywood  Bowl  where  wonderful  acoustics  make  a 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


softly  spoken  word  audible  to  thousands.  I  have  heard 
the  roar  of  the  elevated  and  the  subway,  and  the  night 
howl  of  a  coyote  across  the  desert,  but  the  most  intrigu¬ 
ing  of  all  sounds  was  the  grunt  of  a  particular  Indian 
at  the  Santa  Fe  station  in  Albuquerque.  I  have  seen 
men  harvesting  grain  with  cradles  in  Ohio,  and  women 
grinding  corn  between  stones  in  Old  Mexico,  and  I 
have  visited  the  outstanding  example  of  mass  produc¬ 
tion  in  the  machine  age,  the  Ford  motor  plant  in  De¬ 
troit.  The  first  time  I  ever  ate  a  “hot  dog”  was  at  Coney 
Island,  the  first  time  I  ever  ate  “grits”  for  breakfast  was 
in  Chattanooga,  and  the  first  and  only  time  I  have  ever 
seen  flying  fish  was  on  the  boat  trip  to  Santa  Catalina 
Island.  I  have  watched  a  decoy  steer  lead  a  bunch  of 
cattle  to  slaughter  in  a  Chicago  packing  plant,  and 
now  and  then  I  have  witnessed  pride  and  an  extrava¬ 
gant  love  of  pomp  lead  certain  human  beings  to  a  like 
unhappy  end. 

I  have  fished  on  Grand  River,  viewed  the  murky 
Missouri  at  flood  time,  and  sailed  from  Albany  to  New 
York  on  the  beautiful  Hudson;  I  have  watched  the 
turbulent  waters  of  the  Niagara  rapids,  I  have  been 
“where  the  winding  Colorado  wends  its  way”,  and  I 
have  enjoyed  the  scenic  grandeur  of  the  Columbia 
River  in  Washington.  I  have  made  six  trips  to  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Coast,  and  I  have  seen  the  Liberty  Bell  on  differ¬ 
ent  occasions  in  three  cities.  I  have  ridden  across  the 
Great  Salt  Lake  and  I  have  made  the  trip  through  the 
Feather  River  Canyon.  I  enjoyed  riding  the  ferries  in 
New  York  and  San  Francisco,  and  I  like  to  watch  boys 
dive  for  coins  tossed  in  the  water.  I  have  visited  Grant’s 
Tomb  on  Riverside  Drive  in  New  York,  I  have  seen 
great  herds  of  cattle  on  the  broad  acres  of  Texas,  and  I 
have  inspected  the  lumbering  industry  centering  around 
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Seattle.  I  have  studied  battle-scarred  Chickamaugua  in 
Georgia,  I  have  visited  historic  Mount  Vernon  on  the 
Potomac,  and  I  have  witnessed  the  splendor  of  a  Santa 
Monica  sunset  on  the  Pacific. 

Chicago  is  my  favorite  city,  although  I  think  the  most 
interesting  city  is  Washington,  D.  C. — its  public  build¬ 
ings  and  official  life  give  it  a  distinction  which  no  other 
city  enjoys.  San  Francisco  has  the  tang  of  the  sea  and 
the  glamour  of  gold  rush  days  stamped  indelibly  upon 
it.  I  think  Los  Angeles  with  its  Spanish  background  is 
our  most  colorful  city  and  individuals  in  its  restful  cli¬ 
mate  seem  to  take  life  leisurely  and  rather  informally. 
Historic  Alexandria,  Virginia,  is  a  small  city  with  an 
interesting  past,  and  it  was  there  that  I  visited  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  lodge  room  where  George  Washington  had  served 
as  Worshipful  Master.  My  favorite  streets  are  Michi¬ 
gan  Boulevard  in  Chicago,  Wilshire  Boulevard  in  Los 
Angeles,  and  Orange  Grove  Avenue  in  Pasadena. 
Another  spot  I  like  is  the  junction  of  Fifth  and  Ed¬ 
mond  in  St.  Joseph,  because  usually  I  see  some  one 
there  I  know. 

The  most  historic  spot  I  ever  visited  was  Indepen¬ 
dence  Hall  where  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was 
signed.  Other  historic  spots  of  special  interest  to  me 
were  the  house  where  Betsy  Ross  made  the  first  Amer¬ 
ican  flag,  and  the  Ford  Theater  where  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  was  assassinated.  One  of  the  most  interesting  busi¬ 
ness  establishments  I  ever  visited  was  started  years  ago 
by  a  boy  on  a  capital  of  three  cents — The  Curtis  Pub¬ 
lishing  Company  in  Philadelphia,  the  home  of  “The 
Saturday  Evening  Post,”  “The  Ladies  Home  Journal,” 
and  “The  Country  Gentleman.”  The  most  beautiful 
national  cemetery  I  have  visited  is  Arlington,  the  for¬ 
mer  home  of  Robert  E.  Lee.  Here  are  buried  many 
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prominent  soldiers  of  various  wars  of  the  United  States. 
The  Unknown  Soldier  of  the  World  War  is  buried  at 
Arlington  and  his  monument  bears  this  simple  and  im¬ 
pressive  inscription:  “Here  lies  in  honored  glory  an 
American  soldier  known  but  to  God.” 

Drivers  of  sight-seeing  busses  attempt  to  inform  and 
entertain  their  passengers  as  they  move  along.  Here 
is  a  sample  of  one  in  Philadelphia:  “The  college  on 
your  right  was  the  gift  of  a  wealthy  but  eccentric  phil¬ 
anthropist.  Only  the  son  or  daughter  of  a  widow  is 
eligible  to  enter  the  college.  Another  provision  of  the 
will  was  that  a  wall  twenty  feet  high  was  to  be  placed 
around  the  college.  To  overcome  the  objections  of 
neighbors  and  not  invalidate  the  will,  one-half  of  the 
wall  was  built  in  the  ground.  It  seems  that  the  donor 
did  not  like  ministers  and  his  will  further  provided 
that  no  minister  was  to  be  allowed  on  the  college 
grounds.  To  enforce  this  rule  guards  were  placed  at 
the  college  gates.  The  story  is  told  that  one  day  a  promi¬ 
nent  senator  who  greatly  resembled  a  minister  in  dress, 
carriage  and  appearance  but  not  otherwise,  approached 
the  gate  and  was  halted  by  the  guard.  What  the  blan¬ 
kety-blank-blank  is  the  meaning  of  this?’  demanded  the 
senator  whose  dignity  and  prestige  had  been  thus  ques¬ 
tioned.  The  guard  stepped  back,  bowed  low,  and  said, 
‘Pass,  friend!’  ” 

We  have  visited  parks,  museums,  and  civic  displays 
in  numerous  cities;  also  various  expositions,  rodeos, 
movie  parades  and  electrical  pageants.  We  have  been 
good  customers  of  fairs — county,  district  and  state — 
and  have  attended  world  fairs  in  Chicago,  St.  Louis 
and  San  Francisco.  A  fair  is  a  sort  of  convention  of 
the  human  family.  The  human  element  forms  quite  as 
important  a  part  of  the  show  as  the  formal  exhibits 
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themselves.  Many  incidents  in  connection  with  them 
stand  out  clearly  in  memory.  Taking  only  one  such 
gathering  as  an  example,  the  following  are  some  of  the 
incidents  remembered  in  connection  with  the  Omaha 
Exposition  of  1898: 

The  difficulty  we  experienced  in  finding  a  place  to 
sleep  on  account  of  the  crowd. 

The  consternation  which  followed  the  loss  of  his  bill¬ 
fold  by  my  nephew,  Bert,  and  the  hilarity  which  fol¬ 
lowed  its  safe  return  by  the  good  Samaritan  who  found 
it. 

President  McKinley  spoke  there  one  day  and  the 
crowd  was  immense.  A  little  girl  alone  in  the  crowd 
near  where  John  L.  Tilton  and  I  were  standing  was 
crying  very  hard  and  no  one  was  paying  any  attention 
to  her.  We  thought  she  was  lost.  When  we  learned  she 
was  crying  because  she  was  too  short  to  see  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  J.  L.  and  I  grabbed  her  and  held  her  up  above 
the  heads  of  the  others  so  she  got  a  fine  view. 

Abe  Butler  and  his  wife  were  in  our  party  and  Abe 
was  waiting  while  his  wife  did  some  shopping  in  a 
ladies’  apparel  shop  where  some  of  the  apparel  was 
displayed  at  various  locations  on  the  floor  of  the  store 
on  ladies’  forms.  Abe  got  rather  tired  waiting,  and 
thought  it  would  rest  him  some  to  drop  his  arm  on 
the  shoulder  of  one  of  these  forms.  But  it  wasn’t  a 
form  at  all — it  was  a  real  woman  and  a  stranger  !  When 
we  arrived  at  the  store  she  had  called  the  proprietor 
and  was  pointing  a  long  finger  at  the  abashed  Mr.  But¬ 
ler,  accusing  him  of  various  improprieties.  We  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  convincing  the  proprietor  that  Abe’s  mistake 
was  one  that  any  man  might  make  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  and  should,  in  fact,  be  considered  in  the  nature 
of  a  compliment  on  the  store’s  very  natural  and  artistic 
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display  of  apparel,  and  the  proprietor  in  turn  helped 
us  convince  the  lady  that  no  harmful  intentions  were 
harbored  by  Mr.  Butler.  After  satisfactory  apologies 
had  been  made  all  around  no  time  was  lost  in  getting 
the  now  thoroughly  frightened  Mr.  Butler  out  of  the 
store. 

A  few  of  our  trips  have  not  been  for  the  purpose  of 
pleasure.  There  are  moments  when  one  feels  dazed 
and  helpless,  and  yet  there  is  a  profound  satisfaction 
in  just  standing  by  in  the  hope  that  there  might  be 
something  one  could  do  to  help  a  little.  We  stood 
silently  near  the  Mayo  operating  table  in  Rochester 
and  witnessed  a  dangerous  operation  on  our  daughter 
Fannie  when  the  thin  line  between  life  and  death  was 
very  indistinct;  we  were  eye-witnesses  to  an  equally 
dangerous  operation  on  our  daughter  Cora  in  St. 
Joseph;  and  we  tarried  near  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Georgia, 
the  last  few  weeks  before  our  son  sailed  for  front  line 
service  in  the  World  War. 
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Incidents  and  Individuals 


Time,  we  are  informed,  marches  on.  This  statement 
may  be  satisfactory  as  an  advertising  slogan  and  in  re¬ 
ferring  to  mathematical  years  that  are  definitely  closed 
on  the  last  day  of  each  December;  but  someone  has 
pointed  out  that  in  reality  time  does  not  march  on.  We 
and  our  friends  march  on;  it  is  only  time,  the  eternal, 
that  stays. 

Retrospection,  however,  brings  the  pleasant  realiza¬ 
tion  that  in  our  daily  living  we  measure  time  not  so 
much  by  mathematical  periods  as  by  incidents  and 
events  and  individuals.  Fortunately,  to  these  we  can 
return  in  memory  again  and  again,  to  enjoy  once  more 
the  thrilling  experiences  and  the  interesting  personali¬ 
ties  and  the  little,  apparently  inconsequential  happen¬ 
ings  that  somehow  seem  to  live  on  and  on  with  us 
through  the  years. 

The  mere  mention  of  certain  events  brings  a  flood 
of  interesting  memories. 

Who  then  living,  for  instance,  will  ever  forget  the 
eleventh  hour  of  the  eleventh  day  of  the  eleventh  month 
of  1918?  It  was  Armistice  Day.  At  eleven  o’clock  that 
morning  the  armistice  was  signed  and  a  war-weary 
world  gave  vent  to  its  pent-up  feelings  in  demonstra¬ 
tions  that  will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  them.  That  was  a  day  when  the  emotions  of 
the  world  were  very  near  the  surface — and  over¬ 
flowing. 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


Coming  down  to  more  distinctly  local  affairs,  is 
your  memory  stirred  by  recalling  the  sudden  and  dra¬ 
matic  midnight  collapse  of  the  Mort  Smith  store  build¬ 
ing  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Grant  City  square, 
taking  down  with  it  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  Ewing,  Mrs. 
Ewing’s  high  school  brother  named  Showalter,  and 
Argus  Brown  who  were  asleep  on  the  second  floor? 
The  Showalter  boy  was  killed  instantly,  but  the  others 
escaped  serious  injury  although  they  were  held  fast 
by  fallen  timbers  and  went  through  a  terrific  ordeal  in 
the  stilling  dust  and  terrifying  suspense  that  lasted  un¬ 
til  they  were  reached  by  rescuers.  An  interesting  side¬ 
light  on  this  catastrophe  was  furnished  by  men  sitting 
in  front  of  the  Spafford  Hotel  on  the  east  side  of  the 
courthouse  square,  who  reported  that  the  collapse 
sounded  like  a  buggy  being  driven  quickly  over  a  short 
wooden  bridge  (this  was  before  the  time  of  automo¬ 
biles),  after  which  there  was  deathly  silence  until 
someone  turned  in  the  fire  alarm. 

The  fire  which  started  one  windy  night  in  the  Brandt 
grocery  store  near  the  southwest  corner  of  the  square 
and  swept  eastward  along  the  south  side  until  it  was 
finally  stopped  at  the  J.  B.  Dawson  Company  store, 
was  an  exciting  event  of  1907.  Valiant  firemen  fought 
the  flames  from  around  midnight  until  after  daybreak, 
cheered  on  by  hot  coffee  and  sandwiches  and  by  warm¬ 
ing  fluid  in  bottles  tossed  from  the  basements  of  drug 
stores  in  the  path  of  the  fire.  By  morning  when  the 
flames  were  conquered  at  the  fire  wall  of  the  Dawson 
building,  most  of  the  stock  of  that  store  as  well  as  other 
establishments  in  the  path  of  the  fire  had  been  removed 
by  volunteer  workers  and  piled  in  places  of  safety  on 
the  courthouse  lawn  and  elsewhere.  Next  day  the  south 
side  of  the  square  made  a  sorry  looking  picture.  Like 
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INCIDENTS  AND  INDIVIDUALS 


San  Francisco  after  the  earthquake  and  fire  of  the 
previous  year,  however,  Grant  City  rebuilt  better  than 
before. 

Another  fire  with  an  interesting  angle  was  the  one 
which  burned  the  Goodsill  barn,  and  was  well  advanced 
when  it  was  discovered  late  one  night.  Several  stallions 
were  kept  in  the  barn  and  these  were  immediately 
blindfolded,  led  to  places  of  safety  and  turned  loose,  af¬ 
ter  which  attention  was  given  to  the  burning  structure. 
In  some  manner  the  stallions  escaped  to  the  street.  The 
stampede  of  these  crazed,  screaming,  and  fighting  stal¬ 
lions  through  the  darkened  streets  furnished  an  excit¬ 
ing  hour  until  they  were  finally  corralled  at  the  rail¬ 
road  stockyards. 

The  first  automobile  to  visit  the  county  was  driven 
into  Grant  City  late  one  night,  with  its  smoky  head¬ 
lights  aglare,  by  a  grain  dealer  from  Iowa.  The  auto¬ 
mobile  is  so  common  now  it  is  amusing  to  recall  the 
interest,  incredulity,  and  wonder  which  greeted  the 
first  appearance  of  these  new  contraptions  which  oper¬ 
ated  (at  times)  without  the  aid  of  Old  Dobbin;  and  to 
recall  the  patient,  hopeful,  and  confident  spirit  ex¬ 
hibited  by  the  early  drivers  when  practically  every¬ 
thing  about  the  machine  appeared  to  go  wrong.  It  also 
brings  a  smile  when  we  remember  that  it  has  not  been 
very  many  years  since  the  solicitous  ones  in  charge  of 
the  annual  old  soldiers’  reunions  advertised  that  you 
need  not  be  alarmed  and  stay  away,  because  automo¬ 
biles  positively  would  not  be  allowed  on  the  reunion 
grounds  to  scare  your  otherwise  docile  and  non-frac- 
tious  horses. 

Those  who  were  overseas  in  the  World  War  brought 
back  many  interesting  souvenirs — some  pleasant,  others 
not  so  pleasant.  One  of  the  most  interesting  was  that 
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ALONG  THE  WAY 


of  Clifford  McElvain,  a  former  Worth  County  boy.  It 
was  the  marker  to  his  own  grave.  When  his  plane  was 
shot  down  behind  the  German  lines  his  companions  in 
the  air  squadron  believed  he  had  been  killed  in  action 
and  planted  the  temporary  marker  with  appropriate 
ceremonies  at  the  spot  representing  his  grave.  Several 
months  later  he  was  released  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  re¬ 
joined  his  squadron,  and  brought  the  marker  home  as  a 
souvenir. 

Events  are  interesting  primarily  because  individuals 
are  connected  with  them.  In  all  the  world  is  there  any¬ 
thing  more  interesting  than  a  human  being?  Let  a 
group  of  them  live  any  place  on  the  earth’s  surface 
under  any  conditions — and  you  have  drama.  Worth 
County  has  been  blessed  with  many  outstanding  per¬ 
sonalities,  the  mere  mention  of  whose  names  recalls 
individual  characteristics  and  a  series  of  vivid  incidents 
in  which  they  played  important  parts. 

Among  such  names,  for  instance,  is  that  of  the  tall 
and  stately  Judge  A.  W.  Kelso,  whose  personality  domi¬ 
nated  almost  any  group  of  which  he  was  a  member; 
and  there  was  Squire  G.  W.  Frakes  who  gave  the  land 
for  a  courthouse  to  grow  where  none  had  grown  before, 
and  who  at  one  time  won  a  wager  that  running  on  all 
fours  (hands  and  feet)  he  could  win  a  race  against  a 
horse;  J.  J.  Barker  (south  of  the  square) ,  Moses  Whar¬ 
ton  (west  of  the  square)  and  Bill  McKinley  (on  the 
north  side  where  the  Prugh  store  now  stands),  livery 
stable  owners,  whose  sleighs  and  shays  played  an  im¬ 
portant  part  in  many  a  courtship;  Susan  Cisna,  Grant 
City’s  first  milliner;  Dr.  T.  J.  Smith,  B.  O.  McMahan, 
R.  V.  McKeever,  Dr.  John  Andrews,  G.  B.  Murray, 
druggists;  Sam  Simmons,  an  active  lodge  man,  was  also 
a  druggist;  Ed  Alden,  postmaster  and  prankster;  James 
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Goodwine  and  Frank  Turner,  who  spoke  that  all  might 
hear;  Bill  Bond,  the  barber,  who  shaved  and  cut  many 
a  hair  in  fifty  years;  Ben  Smith  whose  little  restaurant 
supplied  all-day  suckers  for  the  rising  generation;  Dan 
A.  Martin,  who  once  stopped  a  bullet  intended  for 
another;  Amos  Frakes,  who  operated  Grant  City’s  first 
hotel;  the  short  and  bewhiskered  Gus  Brinkerhofif, 
drayman;  George  and  Tate  Dawson,  livestock  buyers; 
W.  J.  Gibson,  Grant  City’s  first  school  teacher  and 
later  an  attorney;  R.  L.  Powers,  jeweler;  Jesse  Walton, 
chief  assistant  to  Jim  Draper  and  other  horse  buyers 
who  came  to  town;  Jode  Millison  in  his  prime  as  a 
baseball  pitcher;  Elmer  Glenn  of  Allendale  who  also 
put  the  ball  in  the  groove;  E.  O.  Sayle  and  John  F. 
Robertson  of  the  former  First  National  Bank;  Poe 
Kelso,  Bruce  DuBois,  O.  B.  Hudson,  John  Ewing, 
Bert  Miller,  Ernest  Engle,  John  E.  Schooler,  Leo  M. 
Phipps,  Jim  and  C.  H.  Linkenfelter,  attorneys;  and 
John  Newman  whose  hearty  and  explosive  laugh  was 
a  thing  of  perpetual  interest  and  wonder. 

How  easily  and  vividly  these  flit  across  the  stage  of 
memory! 

There  was  Alexander  Goodsill,  a  lover  of  fine  horses ; 
J.  Frank  Cloud,  abstractor;  Jim  Harding  and  his  big 
sons,  Henry,  Jake,  Ellis,  and  Charley;  F.  P.  Houser 
who  sold  peanuts  at  reunions  and  wore  a  skull  cap  as 
he  collected  tickets  at  the  old  opera  house  on  the  west 
side;  his  partner,  Jim  Verbeck,  in  the  Houser-Ver- 
beck  park,  who  also  bought  and  shipped  walnut  logs; 
Andrew  Lucas,  attorney,  who  thought  out  his  problems 
in  long  walks  at  night;  Jim  Anderson,  prosecuting  at¬ 
torney  for  years,  and  Walter  C.  Childers  who  first  sug¬ 
gested  that  he  run  for  office;  Dave  Mull  and  Jesse 
Benson,  probate  judges;  James  Early  who  lived  up  to 
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his  name  with  the  first  roasting  ears  each  year;  Bob 
Gruber  who  taught  music  and  sold  pianos;  James 
Pierce,  Cliff  Harrison,  and  E.  S.  Garver,  editors  of 
local  papers;  John  C.  Dawson,  the  dean  of  his  time 
and  community  among  business  men;  Dell  Eighmy, 
Bill  Sparks,  Paris  Phipps  and  other  local  actors  and 
actresses  whose  amateur  productions  always  packed  the 
house;  Eighmy  &  Clark’s  Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin  com¬ 
pany  which  toured  the  country  a  few  seasons  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Grant  City;  Crit  Franklin  and  the  weird 
and  distinctive  tune  which  he  played  partly  on  bamboo 
reeds  and  partly  with  his  throat;  L.  Z.  Williams,  mer¬ 
chant  and  trader;  the  former  legislator,  Elijah  Miller, 
and  his  son,  Bill  Miller,  of  Denver;  J.  B.  Dawson 
whose  store  has  fed  and  clothed  some  men  from  child¬ 
hood  to  granddads;  Ab  Elliott  who  resembled  some  of 
the  cartoons  of  Uncle  Sam;  Clark  Gardner  upon 
whose  shoulders  fell  much  of  the  load  for  civic  and 
community  activities;  T.  J.  Smith,  B.  H.  Rush,  C.  W. 
Williams,  O.  P.  M.  Mills,  William  Johnson,  and  Joe 
Phipps,  busy  doctors  of  medicine  of  other  days;  the 
lean  and  lanky  Dave  Lynch  who  played  pranks  on 
others  and  had  others  play  pranks  on  him;  and  Perry 
Wilkinson,  the  auctioneer,  whose  silvery  voice  in  ac¬ 
tion  on  a  wintry  day  was  a  joy  and  a  symphony. 

How  many  pictures  and  incidents  the  mention  of 
these  names  brings  to  mind! 

There  was  Dave  Witmer,  city  marshal;  Jim  Marrs 
who  played  in  the  band  and  distributed  Model  T’s  to 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  population;  Charley 
Hunt,  Mike  Boll,  John  A.  Stewart,  Jimmie  Douglas, 
D.  B.  McKim,  George  Scott,  Joe  Hammer,  A.  M. 
Jones,  Jim  Jackson,  Jr.,  Hi  Henry,  John  Lynch,  Fred 
Boll,  P.  B.  Fry,  Riley  Motsinger,  Sr.,  Ed  Carr,  Frank 
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McLiesh,  and  John  and  Ed  Tilton  of  Smith  Town¬ 
ship;  Silas  Munn,  retired  civil  engineer,  who  as  a  young 
man  was  active  in  building  railroads ;  Sam  Zeluff,  Jerry 
Okey,  and  Billy  Spillman,  former  postmasters;  John 
Fletchall,  Sr.,  for  whom  Fletchall  Township  was 
named;  Pete  France,  J.  B.  Hand,  Mat  Hauber,  Ben 
Prugh  and  Mort  Smith,  merchants;  Homer  Phipps, 
Duane  Dawson,  Joe  Ferguson,  Sanford  Tilton,  Blaine 
Gibson,  and  Austin  Willhite  who  died  in  early  man¬ 
hood;  B.  G.  Wright,  county  treasurer  and  one  of  the 
early  victims  of  an  automobile  accident;  Louis,  Bob, 
and  Merritt  Willhite,  landowners,  the  former  being 
the  most  accomplished  whittler  in  the  county;  Charley 
Hicks,  Wesley  Watson,  R.  W.  Pickering,  Henry  Swift, 
Bob  Worthington,  George  Wilson,  and  Charley  Gen¬ 
try,  grocerymen;  Minnie  Martin,  Goldie  McMahan, 
and  Oakland  Rockhold  Dawson,  milliners;  Cy  Wit- 
mer,  one  of  the  best  school  teachers  Worth  County  ever 
had ;  his  brother,  Joe  Witmer,  the  carpenter  who  wasted 
few  words  but  spoke  eloquently  through  the  skill  of  his 
workmanship;  Billy  Knox,  landlord  of  the  Allendale 
Hotel;  Aunt  Duck  Guess  who  for  years  figured  promi¬ 
nently  in  the  country  correspondence  items  of  the  local 
papers;  Frank  Oehler  who  operated  a  meat  market 
with  his  brother  George;  John  McComas,  former 
sheriff  and  one  of  the  youngest  of  the  Civil  War  sol¬ 
diers;  John  Stalder,  W.  H.  Day,  C.  R.  Dowlin,  lumber¬ 
men;  A.  J.  Brock,  A.  D.  Seelig,  J.  A.  McKenzie,  C.  A. 
Hodshire,  W.  A.  Shullenberger,  N.  M.  Tatum,  and 
Frank  Gillihan,  ministers;  Lincoln  McConnell,  evan¬ 
gelist;  James  Rybolt,  contractor  and  builder;  Jim  Sin¬ 
clair  who  could  load  livestock  on  railroad  cars  from 
his  own  yards;  T.  J.  Worster  who  moved  out  from  the 
East;  Hank  Lovelace  who  moved  out  to  the  West;  Dr. 
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S.  C.  Davidson,  pioneer  dentist  who  had  spotted  hands, 
a  distinctive  walk,  and  tooted  the  big  horn  in  the  band; 
George  Hotaling,  excellent  penman;  and  Captain  W. 
P.  Sparks,  without  whose  eloquence  no  Independence 
Day  celebration  or  old  soldiers’  reunion  was  ever  con¬ 
sidered  complete. 

What  a  little  while  since  all  of  these  and  others  were 
active  in  our  lives!  I  am  glad  they  lived.  I  am  glad 
also  that  my  life  has  touched  theirs.  Each  in  his  own 
way  has  made  my  life  more  enjoyable,  and  my  ex¬ 
perience  a  little  larger,  and  my  understanding  and  ap¬ 
preciation  of  fundamental  things  a  little  less  hazy. 
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Fragments 

Nothing  is  more  dignified  than  work. 


Honesty  is  not  only  the  best  “policy” — it  is  a  fun¬ 
damental  rule  of  life.  Any  success  attained  in  violation 
of  honesty  is  likely  to  be  of  short  duration  and  without 
lasting  satisfaction. 


I  enjoy  biography  and  history,  which  Carlyle  says 
is  the  essence  of  innumerable  biographies.  In  Shakes¬ 
peare  and  the  Bible  I  read  descriptions  of  many  per¬ 
sons  I  know.  Most  novels  do  not  interest  me,  but  I 
liked  “The  Clansman”  and  my  favorite  is  the  old-time 
melodramatic  “East  Lynne”.  I  have  read  it  many 
times. 


At  eighty-five  I  like  to  read  the  daily  papers  to  keep 
in  touch  with  events  of  the  day.  When  at  home  I  en¬ 
joy  a  daily  walk  around  the  Grant  City  square.  At 
present  there  are  only  three  business  concerns  located 
on  the  square  that  have  been  operated  continuously 
under  the  same  family  name  for  a  period  of  more  than 
sixty  years.  They  are  the  J.  B.  Dawson  Company,  B. 
Prugh  &  Sons,  and  Hauber’s  store. 


In  this  country  there  is  so  much  subtle  propaganda 
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and  blatant  publicity  for  and  against  this  and  that  (all 
done  with  a  definite  purpose)  that  it  is  sometimes  diffi¬ 
cult  to  pick  the  wheat  from  the  chafif.  It  might  help 
some  to  remember  that  the  important  things  are  those 
which  will  still  be  with  us  long  after  the  “great  prob¬ 
lems”  now  current  in  the  headlines  have  been  discarded 
— and  forgotten. 


Occasionally  I  am  heartened  to  see  some  handi¬ 
capped  individual  making  his  handicap  an  extra  in¬ 
centive  to  endeavor,  and  frequently  with  cheerful  re¬ 
sults.  On  the  other  hand,  about  the  most  depressing 
fellow  I  know  is  always  feeling  sorry  for  himself,  and 
for  no  good  reason.  A  wise  man  once  said,  “I  was  sad 
because  I  had  no  shoes  until  I  met  a  man  who  had  no 
feet.” 


Stanley  M.  Haas  was  the  boy  champion  of  our  fam¬ 
ily  when  it  came  to  eating.  Evening  would  find  him 
hungry  after  having  taken  a  full  dinner  pail  to  school 
for  his  own  especial  use.  How  he  could  store  the  food 
away — and  always  with  a  smile!  He  would  hit  his  best 
stride  each  year  about  apple  dumpling  time,  and  the 
ease  with  which  he  could  make  several  large,  golden- 
brown  apple  dumplings  disappear  was  equaled  only  by 
his  desire  for  more  apple  dumplings. 


Lightning  seldom  did  any  considerable  damage  on 
our  farm.  Upon  one  occasion,  however,  it  killed  three 
of  our  most  valuable  horses  at  one  unlucky  crack.  The 
time  consumed  in  doing  it  makes  the  most  forceful  ex¬ 
ample  of  our  experience  to  illustrate  that  period  of  time 
referred  to  as  “the  twinkling  of  an  eye”.  The  horses 
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were  in  a  pasture,  and  all  happened  to  be  in  the  right 
place  at  the  wrong  time — standing  along  a  wire  fence. 
They  made  a  sorry-looking  picture  when  they  were 
found  after  the  storm — still  wet  and  warm,  and  as  dead 
as  door  nails. 


This  transaction  occurred  many  years  ago  between 
two  former  Worth  County  citizens  who  enjoyed  a  joke. 
Hi  Henry  raised  very  fine  potatoes  for  market  as  well 
as  home  use.  One  day  he  proposed  to  sell  ten  bushels 
to  a  local  merchant  at  ten  cents  per  bushel,  a  ridicu¬ 
lously  low  price;  the  merchant  accepted  the  offer,  pro¬ 
vided  Hi  would  take  in  trade  such  merchandise  as  the 
merchant  selected  for  him.  Hi  delivered  the  potatoes 
as  agreed,  but  they  were  small  and  runty  ones  that  he 
had  sorted  from  a  large  quantity,  and  were  therefore 
of  little  value.  The  merchant  paid  Hi  off  with  a  lot 
of  old  hoopskirts  that  had  gone  entirely  out  of  style  at 
the  time,  and  were  unsalable.  Each  enjoyed  the  joke, 
besides  getting  rid  of  something  he  did  not  want.  Once 
in  a  while  we  hear  of  trades  almost  as  bad  as  that  in 
which  there  is  not  supposed  to  be  any  joke. 


Ever  since  my  parents  came  to  this  country  the  main 
business  of  our  family  has  been  the  owning  and  pro¬ 
ductive  operation  of  land.  As  the  family  has  increased 
in  numbers  it  has  been  natural  for  some  to  select  other 
occupations  and  professions  as  their  life’s  work.  As 
time  goes  on  this  tendency  toward  diversification  will 
no  doubt  be  more  pronounced.  The  family  is  proud  of 
any  member  in  any  line  of  honorable  endeavor.  At 
present  we  have  in  our  family  at  least  three  doctors  of 
medicine,  a  pathologist,  a  jeweler,  a  chemist,  three  law- 
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yers,  three  bankers  and  three  undertakers.  Thus,  in 
addition  to  producing  food  for  you  to  eat,  our  family 
can  furnish  a  doctor  to  officiate  at  birth;  a  pathologist 
to  study  diseases  of  which  you  may  become  a  victim;  a 
chemist  to  find  new  uses  for  substances  of  the  earth;  a 
jeweler  to  furnish  the  wedding  ring;  a  banker  to  help 
solve  your  financial  problems;  a  lawyer  to  help  keep 
you  within  the  law;  another  doctor  to  keep  you  healthy 
and  among  the  living  and — if  he  fails — an  undertaker 
to  put  you  in  your  final  resting  place. 


Sometimes  little  things  have  a  lasting  effect.  One 
day,  for  instance,  I  scratched  my  right  hand  with  a 
rusty  barbed  wire.  It  seemed  so  insignificant  that  I 
paid  little  attention  to  it  and,  as  a  result,  it  gave  me 
considerable  difficulty  later.  When  the  battle  was  over 
the  second  joint  of  my  little  finger  remained  stiff,  and 
since  then  that  finger  has  been  doubled  down  to  the 
palm  of  my  right  hand.  Speaking  of  souvenirs,  our  son 
has  one  on  his  right  thumb  which  will  probably  stay 
with  him  to  the  grave.  When  he  was  three  years  old 
he  was  placed  at  a  point  of  safety  in  our  barn  to  watch 
the  men  putting  in  hay,  which  was  done  from  a  middle 
driveway  by  means  of  a  large  harpoon  fork  with  a 
horse  for  motive  power.  He  soon  lost  interest  in  the 
proceedings  and  decided  to  test  his  strength  against 
the  horse,  so  left  his  place  of  safety  and  grabbed  the 
rope  to  which  the  horse  was  hitched.  A  three-year-old 
boy  against  a  horse  was  an  uneven  match,  and  he  was 
soon  pulled  into  the  pulley  where  the  inch  rope  severed 
the  tendon  of  his  right  thumb.  A  prompt  and  heroic 
twenty-foot  leap  from  the  haymow  by  his  Uncle  Albert 
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Harper  undoubtedly  saved  his  thumb  and  hand,  and 
probably  his  whole  right  arm. 


O.  C.  Dawson  was  one  of  our  good  friends,  and  was 
well  regarded  for  his  sound  judgment  and  steadfast 
integrity.  He  was  a  man  of  few  words  and  was  not 
given  to  emphatic  statements.  His  answer  to  a  direct 
question  was  seldom  “Yes”  or  “No”.  About  as  strong 
as  Mr.  Dawson  usually  allowed  himself  to  go  was  a 
cryptic  “Possibly”,  or  “Maybe  so”,  or  “Perhaps  likely”. 
His  meaning  was  not  always  clear. 

My  wife  and  I  were  members  of  a  dinner  party  at 
the  Dawson  home  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  1876.  After  the 
score  of  guests  were  seated  at  the  dinner  table  there 
came  that  quiet,  somewhat  awkward  and  hesitant  mo¬ 
ment  of  expectancy  which  occasionally  creeps  in  at 
such  a  time.  Mr.  Dawson  looked  at  Professor  W.  H. 
Conn  and,  intending  it  as  an  invitation  to  ask  the  bless¬ 
ing,  said  “Mr.  Conn,  will  you  make  a  beginning?”  “I 
shall  be  glad  to  do  so,  sir,”  said  the  professor,  misinter¬ 
preting  his  host’s  request,  “if  you  will  pass  my  portion 
of  that  turkey  down  this  way.” 

There  was  one  occasion,  so  the  story  goes,  when  Mr. 
Dawson’s  statements  were  emphatic  and  easily  under¬ 
stood.  He  was  a  merchant,  and  one  night  his  store 
caught  fire.  Flames  began  coming  through  the  roof  and 
Mr.  Dawson  went  up  there  to  investigate.  Soon  his 
head  appeared  over  the  edge  of  the  roof,  and  in  no  un¬ 
certain  tones  he  shouted  to  those  below:  “Gentlemen,  I 
want  a  thousand  buckets  of  water  at  once.  It  is  posi¬ 
tively  hot  up  here!” 


Many  great  men  have  lived  during  my  lifetime. 
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Their  lives,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  solved 
important  problems,  have  served  often  as  an  inspiration 
and  an  example  to  me  in  the  solution  of  my  own  lesser 
problems.  I  have  admired  some  for  individual  acts  or 
traits  of  character,  others  for  a  series  of  acts  or  accom¬ 
plishments  along  a  certain  line,  while  a  few  seem  to 
have  had  the  knack  of  doing  almost  everything  that 
came  their  way  in  the  manner  that  I  (reading  about 
it  after  it  was  all  over)  would  like  to  have  been  able  to 
do  in  the  same  circumstances. 

By  a  process  of  elimination  I  have  selected  a  list  of 
five  of  my  countrymen  (none  of  whom  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  seeing  face  to  face),  and  I  consider  these 
five  the  greatest  men  of  my  time.  If  you  do  not  like  my 
list,  you  have  an  equal  right  to  your  own  selection. 
Here  is  my  list  of  five:  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  emanci¬ 
pator;  U.  S.  Grant,  whose  vigor  and  tenacity  in  a  war 
he  detested  was  for  the  purpose  of  peace;  Thomas  A. 
Edison,  the  inventor;  Luther  Burbank,  the  plant  pro¬ 
pagator;  and  Charles  A.  Lindbergh,  the  aviator. 

Each  of  these  had  a  humble  start  in  life,  each  trav¬ 
eled  a  road  uncharted  by  man,  and  the  success  of  each 
was  for  the  benefit  of  humanity;  each  met  heartbreak¬ 
ing  disappointments  and  sorrow,  each  was  strong  in  the 
periods  when  those  around  him  were  vacillating  with 
indecision,  and  each  was  modest  and  sensible  even  un¬ 
der  the  terrific  pressure  of  great  success. 


The  inner  history  of  any  family  is  usually  interwoven 
closely  with  that  of  certain  animals  and  pets.  My  fam¬ 
ily  has  owned  animals  of  various  kinds  and  grades,  with 
personalities,  temperaments,  and  records  quite  as  dis¬ 
tinct  and  individual  as  those  of  human  beings.  Horses 
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were  our  favorites  and  every  member  of  the  family  has 
had  exciting  runaways  and  other  interesting  experi¬ 
ences  with  them. 

Perhaps  the  most  faithful  and  intelligent  animal  we 
ever  owned  was  a  dappled  chestnut  mare  named  Fan. 
It  was  on  her  back  that  our  youngsters  learned  to  ride. 
I  can  best  describe  her  by  saying  that  she  was  the  ex¬ 
ception  to  the  rule  that  all  animals  on  our  farm  were 
for  sale  at  a  price;  the  idea  of  parting  with  her  through 
any  medium  other  than  death  never  entered  the  head 
of  any  member  of  the  family.  When  three  weeks  old 
she  trotted  in  the  front  door  of  Tilton’s  store  in  Allen¬ 
dale,  walked  in  a  dignified  manner  to  the  back  of  the 
store,  looked  around,  found  nothing  better  than  the 
food  her  mother  was  furnishing,  turned  around  and, 
ignoring  the  snickers  from  clerks  and  customers  alike, 
continued  to  walk  in  a  dignified  manner  until  she 
reached  the  front  door  when  she  trotted  out,  a  more  sat¬ 
isfied  and  a  wiser  colt.  She  was  gentle  and  smart  and 
ruled  as  the  family  favorite  during  the  nineteen  years 
which  she  lived.  She  has  long  since  returned  to  the 
soil  of  the  farm  where  she  was  born. 

Snip  and  Nig  were  coal  black  mares  who  could,  in 
our  pre-automobile-era  opinion,  eat  up  the  miles  and 
get  over  the  country.  Snip  had  the  brains  of  this  team 
and  we  had  to  put  self-locking  latches  on  all  doors 
and  gates  around  her.  She  could  open  ordinary  latches 
as  easily  as  a  man  and  be  through  the  gate  with  a  vic¬ 
torious  shake  of  her  head  before  you  could  say  “Jack 
Robinson” — and  with  the  uncomprehending  but  ever 
faithful  Nig  at  her  heels. 
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Anyone  who  has  engaged  actively  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  fattening  cattle  knows  that  fat  steers  frequently 
become  very  friendly  with  those  who  mingle  among 
them  and  feed  them.  They  watch  any  unusual  activity 
with  wide-eyed  curiosity.  Methods  of  feeding  have 
changed  somewhat  with  the  years,  but  I  still  get  a  thrill 
in  watching  a  bunch  of  healthy  young  steers  with  an 
amiable  interest  in  the  rations  doing  their  stuff  at  the 
feed  bunks.  Their  soft  skin  is  covered  with  a  coat  of 
long  curly  hair,  and  good  appetite  causes  their  salivary 
glands  to  function  normally,  throwing  off  an  odor  that 
is  distinctively  clean  and  not  unpleasant.  When  they 
stand  side  by  side  at  feeding  time  their  broad  backs 
form  a  level  vista  over  which  a  small  dog  could  trot 
with  haughtiness  and  ease.  After  they  have  been  on 
feed  for  a  time  they  become  well-rounded  and  their 
sides  stick  out  like  a  politician’s  “bay  window”.  Some 
of  them  are  rather  comical.  One  moonlight  November 
night  I  heard  one  of  them  at  our  feed  lots  groaning  as 
though  in  great  agony.  Upon  investigation  I  found  one 
of  our  best  steers  apparently  greatly  bloated  and  un¬ 
able  to  get  up.  Undoubtedly  he  was  in  great  misery. 
As  I  sized  up  the  situation,  an  immediate  remedy  was 
imperative  or  the  animal  would  die.  I  had  my  pocket- 
knife  with  me,  and  was  soon  able  to  locate  the  spot 
where  a  veterinarian  would  use  a  trocar  to  make  an  in¬ 
cision  in  the  stomach  to  give  the  animal  relief.  Bracing 
myself  for  the  operation,  I  began  work  with  the  pocket- 
knife.  The  knife  was  dull,  and  did  not  make  much  of 
an  incision.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  barely  scratched  the 
surface,  but  it  tickled  the  steer’s  stomach  so  he  struggled 
around  and  stood  up.  Instead  of  being  sick  the  animal 
had  simply  used  poor  judgment  in  selecting  his  bed  for 
the  night,  inadvertently  lying  down  on  very  uneven 
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ground  with  a  depression  and  a  stone  in  under  him. 
Later,  when  he  shifted  his  position,  these  caused  him 
great  discomfort,  besides  making  his  stomach  appear 
disproportionately  large  in  the  moonlight.  My  remedy 
was  a  simple  one  and  the  result  was  rather  surprising, 
but  it  brought  quick  relief  to  both  that  steer  and  me. 


I  have  space  to  mention  only  a  few  of  many  interest¬ 
ing  acquaintances  and  friends.  Among  our  neighbors 
in  Ohio  were  the  Shreves,  the  Butlers,  the  Shearers,  and 
the  Lovetts.  Mr.  Lovett  was  our  school  teacher  and 
the  Lovetts  were  special  friends  of  our  family.  The 
Lovett  children  were  Charles,  Alice,  and  Frank,  and 
Frank  was  of  my  age  and  the  best  chum  of  my  boyhood. 
He  was  prankish  and  full  of  activity,  a  good  student, 
and,  as  his  name  implied,  frank  and  without  deception 
— a  manly  lad  who  became  a  respected  and  substantial 
citizen  of  Holmes  County.  For  nearly  forty  years  af¬ 
ter  our  family  moved  from  Ohio,  Frank  and  I  kept  up 
a  correspondence  until  the  time  of  his  death;  and  since 
his  death — nearly  thirty  years  ago — his  brother  Charles 
and  I  have  continued  the  correspondence. 

When  we  came  to  Missouri  we  had  a  new  bunch  of 
school  associates  and  among  them  were  the  Coopers, 
the  Jacksons,  the  Millers,  the  Ewings,  and  another  fam¬ 
ily  of  Butlers.  Shy  but  mischievous  Joseph  Miller  be¬ 
came  my  chum  here  and  we  occupied  the  same  seat  in 
school.  We  made  a  mark  on  the  middle  of  our  desk 
beyond  which  it  was  a  breach  of  solemn  contract  for 
either  to  pass.  When  a  trespass  was  committed  by 
either  it  never  failed  to  bring  a  sharp  heel-on-toe  or  a 
hunch-in-the-side  reminder  that  would  nearly  send  the 
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recipient  into  the  aisle,  while  the  other  looked  inno¬ 
cently  at  his  book  in  what  appeared  to  be  a  determined 
effort  to  master  his  lesson.  Thus,  by  means  of  a  specific 
and  concrete  example,  youth  is  ever  ready  to  teach 
youth  an  important  lesson  of  the  world — one’s  own 
rights  and  the  rights  of  the  other  fellow. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  individuals  I  ever  knew 
was  John  Ewing,  Sr.  (1826-1897).  He  was  one  of  my 
Missouri  school  teachers  and  had  much  ability  as  an 
orator  and  debater,  and  was  an  interesting  conversa¬ 
tionalist  as  well.  I  considered  him  a  great  character 
and  a  man  of  fine  integrity;  he  was  astute,  able,  and 
clever;  he  detested  sham  and  never  pretended  to  be 
more  than  a  Missouri  farmer,  but  he  had  qualities  that 
would  have  made  him  outstanding  in  any  group  of  in¬ 
dividuals.  Two  other  older  men,  now  deceased,  whom 
I  admired  and  upon  whom  I  looked  as  worthy  exam¬ 
ples  in  a  business  way,  were  John  McQuigg  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Calvin  Tilton.  These  were  good  business  men, 
aggressive,  economical,  and  sagacious.  They  were  hon¬ 
est,  competent,  and  successful,  and  through  long  con¬ 
tinued  dealings  they  earned  and  held  the  confidence  of 
their  respective  localities.  Their  methods,  principles, 
and  counsel  constituted  a  helpful  guide  to  me  when 
starting  out  in  life  for  myself. 


For  many  decades  a  section  of  territory  lying  north¬ 
east  of  Allendale  has  formed  a  mysterious  and  legen¬ 
dary  kingdom,  known  locally  as  The  Nation.  It  is  not 
a  geogr  aphical  unit  and  you  will  not  find  it  shown  on 
any  map,  for  the  reason  that  its  boundaries  are  not 
definitely  established  and  shift  conveniently  from  time 
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to  time  and  from  place  to  place  according  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  who  is  describing  them.  The  origin  of  The 
Nation  is  veiled  in  antiquity,  but  its  reigning  sovereign 
wears  the  title  of  Chief  of  The  Nation.  The  late  Mert 
Davis  was  Chief  of  The  Nation  and  carried  the  honor 
with  considerable  dignity  for  many  years.  He  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  the  Arthur  A.  Weddle  dynasty,  which  like¬ 
wise  held  sway  over  the  realm  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Weddle  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  Ed  Roach  who,  in 
addition  to  his  activities  as  a  trader  and  landowner,  has 
been  Chief  of  The  Nation  for  the  past  several  years. 

Any  Worth  Countian  who  knows  local  history 
knows  about  The  Nation,  but  a  stranger  would  have 
difficulty  in  locating  it.  The  stranger  driving  east,  for 
instance,  might  inquire  at  a  house  concerning  The  Na¬ 
tion.  “Yes”,  the  inhabitant  would  tell  him,  “you  will 
find  the  edge  of  it  on  the  high  ridge  two  miles  east.” 
Arriving  at  that  point,  the  stranger,  making  further 
inquiry,  would  be  told  to  continue  east  one  mile  until 
he  came  to  the  big  tree  at  the  cross  roads,  and  that 
would  be  the  beginning  of  The  Nation.  After  this  per¬ 
formance  had  been  repeated  several  times,  the  stranger, 
carefully  following  instructions,  would  make  several 
moves  to  the  east  and  still  be  unsuccessful  in  locating 
The  Nation.  Finally,  coming  upon  a  friendly-looking 
patriarch,  the  stranger  would  unburden  his  difficulties 
to  him.  “I  am  very  sorry,  my  friend”,  the  old  man 
would  tell  the  stranger  sympathetically,  “but  you  have 
come  too  far  east.  You  have  come  right  through  The 
Nation.  The  eastern  boundary  is  in  the  little  draw  one- 
half  mile  west  on  the  road  that  you  have  just  traveled.” 

Inhabitants  of  The  Nation,  or  those  who  have  been 
inhabitants,  are  referred  to  as  Nationites.  They  belong 
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to  no  one  religious  sect  or  political  faction  or  group  of 
any  kind.  They  are  not,  in  fact,  trying  to  reform  the 
world  or  anything  in  it,  and  they  have  neither  irons  in 
the  fire  nor  a  goose  to  pick.  They  are  held  together 
loosely  by  the  traditions  of  their  section  and  by  their 
own  little  joke  on  strangers  and  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Theirs  is  a  realm  where  children  are  numerous  and 
healthy,  and  where  hound  dogs  bay  at  the  moon.  Kings 
have  fallen,  nations  have  crumbled,  and  serious  organi¬ 
zations  have  come  and  gone,  but  The  Nation  has  con¬ 
tinued  its  merry  way  through  several  generations — mys¬ 
terious  and  light-hearted  and  undisturbed.  Its  an¬ 
tiquity  and  its  traditions  have  added  to  its  prestige. 
Many  of  its  inhabitants  and  those  nearby  have  scattered 
to  the  four  corners,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  none  has 
forgotten  The  Nation.  If  you  should  meet  one  of  them 
hundreds  of  miles  from  home,  many  years  after  he  has 
moved  away,  and  should  ask  him  if  he  remembers  The 
Nation,  the  chances  are  there  will  be  a  twinkle  in  his 
eyes  as  he  answers:  “Sure,  I  remember  it!  I’m  a  Na- 
tionite  myself!” 
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At  Eighty-five 

According  to  mortality  rating,  my  chance  of  adding 
many  years  to  my  existence  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  is 
not  as  great  as  the  same  chance  at  twenty-five.  And  yet 
a  large  number  of  those  below  twenty-five  years  of  age 
may  reach  the  end  before  my  time  comes.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  my  faculties  and  capacities  for  work  and 
pleasure  will  rapidly  grow  duller  as  the  days  go  by, 
but  if  my  joys  and  pleasures  become  less  intense,  so,  too, 
will  my  sorrows  and  disappointments  seem  less  real. 
Perhaps  the  emotions  that  we  call  pleasure  and  pain 
will  balance  each  other  and  the  satisfaction  of  living 
will  be  as  pronounced  as  in  more  youthful  days. 

Life  is  full  of  absorbing  events,  but  events  happen 
only  in  the  present.  The  past  cannot  be  recalled  except 
in  memory,  and  we  can  have  only  faith  to  assure  us  that 
the  future  will  bring  joy  and  blessings  and  eternal  hap¬ 
piness.  No  one  checks  the  days  as  he  goes  along  nor 
estimates  how  much  of  the  vital  force  is  still  in  store. 
The  flow  of  time  cannot  be  measured  by  cupfuls,  each 
complete  in  itself.  Weeks,  months,  and  years  are  not 
separately  inventoried  as  they  go  by.  Life  is  a  contin¬ 
uous  stream,  ever  flowing  on,  never  stopping — and 
never  going  back. 

I  am  able  to  look  back  at  the  years  that  have  gone 
by,  but  I  can  measure  them  only  by  the  feelings,  tastes, 
and  values  of  the  man  of  eighty-five,  even  though  I  can 
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look  forward  to  an  age  still  more  advanced.  As  I  re¬ 
view  the  past  I  feel  sure  that  many  of  my  activities  in 
youth  that  I  counted  as  pleasures  were  not  worth  the 
cost.  I  feel  that  every  sensation  in  those  bygone  years 
was  more  or  less  illusory,  and  yet  they  must  have  been 
real  joys  and  pleasures — real  pain  and  sorrow — at  the 
time  of  their  occurrence.  I  am  far  from  sure  that  life 
at  eighty-five  is  less  desirable  than  when  I  was  in  my 
teens. 

In  age  as  well  as  in  youth  it  is  the  immediate  oc¬ 
currence  that  creates  the  chief  interest  in  living — the 
present  toothache,  for  instance,  may  seem  of  much 
more  importance  than  the  whole  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  A  baby  can  be  crying  lustily  one  moment  and 
laughing  in  glee  the  next — and  the  rest  of  us  follow  his 
example  quite  consistently.  Each  day  is  filled  with  a 
strange  mixture  of  trouble  and  pleasure,  and,  as  far  as 
I  am  able  to  determine,  all  of  life  is  constructed  along 
the  same  general  pattern.  No  one  at  any  age  or  in  any 
condition  or  class  of  society  long  continues  to  have  a 
corner  on  either  all  of  the  sorrow  or  all  of  the  joy.  Our 
burdens  and  worries  at  any  age  do  not  long  interfere 
with  the  agreeable  emotions  incident  to  living.  The 
older  person  finds  contentment  and  happiness  with 
friends  who  help  him  to  enjoy,  in  the  evening  now  at 
hand,  interesting  discussions  that  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  boredom  in  youth.  Youth  wants  action,  age  pre¬ 
fers  serenity.  In  either  youth  or  age  time  passes  all  too 
quickly,  and  then  follows  relief  at  approaching  rest  and 
sleep. 

At  an  advanced  age  one  does  not  eat  as  much  as  in 
youth  and  the  food  is  not  quite  the  same,  but  the  grati¬ 
fication  of  taste  is  not  destroyed  by  age.  The  many  years 
have  taught  him  the  frailty  of  human  judgment,  the 
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prevalence  of  error,  and  the  shortness  of  human  fore¬ 
sight;  they  should  have  made  him  tolerant  and  kind 
and  understanding.  He  has  learned  not  to  judge  nor 
condemn  hastily,  and  he  cannot  imagine  a  Supreme 
Being  with  less  understanding  and  charity  than  he  him¬ 
self  exercises.  I  cannot  see  that  the  pains  and  satisfac¬ 
tions  incident  to  life  are  greatly  changed  with  the  pass¬ 
ing  years.  The  tired  youth  and  the  weary  old  man  alike 
turn  gladly  to  their  beds  at  night  to  welcome  the  sooth¬ 
ing  embrace  of  sleep.  In  neither  youth  nor  age  is  there 
anything  as  satisfying  after  a  day  of  activity  as  ap¬ 
proaching  sleep,  and  I  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that 
oncoming  drowsiness  at  night  is  one  of  the  most  g rati¬ 
fying  of  sensations. 

As  a  youth  I  liked  to  run,  jump,  swim,  play  ball,  and 
work  in  the  open  fields  of  our  Ohio  home  for  the  sheer 
joy  of  the  outdoors,  the  fresh  air,  and  the  activity  of 
life.  Now  I  walk  instead  of  run,  and  I  no  longer  jump; 
but  I  still  love  the  grass  and  flowers,  the  trees  and  the 
sunshine,  the  hills  and  the  rivers — and  all  natural 
things  outdoors.  As  a  boy,  kept  indoors  by  rain  or 
storm,  I  felt  gladness  when  the  sky  was  clearing  and 
knew  that  soon  I  could  be  back  in  the  outdoor  world. 
As  a  man  of  eighty-five  I  now  look  at  the  melting  snow 
in  winter  and  the  budding  trees  in  springtime  and  thrill 
with  pleasure  at  the  manifold  promises  of  spring  to 
brighten  life. 

At  any  and  all  ages  I  have  enjoyed  the  companion¬ 
ship  of  friends.  Perhaps  there  is  no  other  emotion  so 
gratifying  as  that  which  comes  through  the  association 
of  those  with  whom  we  blend  and  in  the  company  of 
those  we  love.  Conversation  is  not  needful;  there  is  un¬ 
derstanding,  regard,  and  sympathy  which  radiate  in 
silence  as  well  as  in  conversation.  This  pleasure  does 

93 


3VW-YTHDM  -  A 


-tnoJ  ncrmrl  «o  awwinoxte  *>fil  bflfi  ,K>*m  Jo  aonaUvaiq 
biii;  >n\  ini, i  ioi  mid  :)hun  v  t mi  bluode  vyrtf  j trivia 
•Vi'  <  n  !  ■  ■■  V  -  T*’  ■ 

-I * •  - ;  fi  oi i*  m  ■  in/;>  -  '  m  f;  ,  v  i ;j  i:  i  mlnu  j 
miif  or,  uadi  viiiLfb  baa  gj  .01,  feroLu*  ees  aim  ai  >fl 
ob  b  ib  enif;q  yd*  lari*  oe  lonaaj  .1  Jb& 

•etsq  df  j  ritiw  J  *  >  x  vc,  j:  y  d  ol  rojohui  enoil 
ydile  fififfi  bio  u>:  //  uij  bm;  r  iu  r  bout  sbT  may;  h* 
-fliooa  1  f  on  o  j  o\  of  frh  ij.  •  oo  ib:j  <.  {!•  .  n  ul 

:mdt  ei  0}}R  ion  ii  moy  uMisfi  nl  .qayS*  Jo  sofcid.TVj  »ni 
-qt  jc  yiivitjfi  to  /fih  r  nj]  c  jn;/;eo  e  er>  gniill^* 
fail  aoieui  jho  j  $i  biuv  •  louncy  •  bns  <qoo  •  m  aa  a-or, 
l«om  ad)  :>  sno  i  frigid  ts  getxnigwoib  gtiirnoono 

moi  to  gx  i A 

.bis  ,u  -i  v  .•'*•.  'tiiv/a  ^qitiuj  ,nu  i  ol  bddil  1  riiaoy  xi  «A 

i  f  '  )i  i  "Hi.  ii  oiiiO  i  io  •  fiato  ,t\  ji  dio,/ 

Jo  V  dvbj'  ,il  bxi  :  fik  rim'  '  ij  .woo  .  jo  Oi  l  Q  '/<  j 
;qnmi  to^ned  mi  !  '  *  tn u ;  to  lo. o ;>?d  dkv.  L  /xoVi  oJb 
toll  hi  ■ rr.  ii  orA  ,r  .  *v>  1  bn.;  '•£  -g  '■/:•  r/f  !  ilil<  I  1  a 
)' luiBii  11b  r>  erjvii  >b)  job  bid  odj  toni(l?flu« 
.#  nm  Yc'  noobni  iqyd  <Y0<i  *  «*A  .sio  >LjUO  egniclJ 
blur  gfli  IB^Ij  8BW  (>>6  Jli)  UOlWf  ZZOLlbul'g  3-b)  I  t. Til  Of  2 
;i  ov>  loobfuo  3  ’  ni  jio  i  jo  Jj]:joo  I  n  ><;,  ?i;rif  v/r.r*’ 
won?,  tnbhm  :>j  ;  j  .■  ooi  von  i  .,  .a-  td\d )  •>  m.m  k  2/ 
Hi  i  bni  i>fo»  ;A;a  iqe  ni  r  >d  taabbiid  orii  bxifi  loJuiw  ni 
ol  gn  qfc  k)  e  imoiq  noiinrm  orii  :b  oiuefit>(q  rlfiw 

r-.o-a- 

-noi  ifiq.  too  ait  ..y-yoi-  j  dvbH  ]  .qr  iIb  bna  vn-  iA 
oe.  .■•:•»  •  i;Ti3  lyrljo  i?ri  n  j./bi  <tq::r  ,  ;'i  ^b,  ji  n  io  qi/le 
ii-:  .fBi  c  er,  yd]  ii*  ut  ldi  v>  ;  o')  1  jai  v  j:ni)  ex;  gi  iv 
Jo  y;afiqrn 03  yd;  ni  hn«  bay  id  yvr  rnorfw  rll  w  y?om  Jo 
-nu  ei  smrw  ;b  :  >rt  2  rioiiBinov  io  )  >voi  iw oeod) 

ni  outhii  i:/tv  n  bnu  fbu  :w  nibaxiieiob 

t  .O S  31U2fi3lq  rhlT  .1  VjVPOJ  i'i  Zl  lOV/  8B  311, .-1*2 

if 


ALONG  THE  WAY 


not  lessen  as  the  years  increase.  When  one  grows  old  he 
is  fortunate  if  he  can  understand  and  sympathize  with 
the  young.  Old  friends  die  and  leave  one  forsaken  of 
their  companionship,  but  children  come  on  eternally, 
and  at  least  partially  fill  the  gap  made  vacant.  I  still 
like  travel.  At  least,  before  I  go  away  I  have  the  feel¬ 
ing  that  I  shall  enjoy  the  change,  and  usually  I  do. 
Even  if  the  journey  does  not  fulfill  my  expectations  I 
can  still  find  pleasure  in  anticipating  my  return  home 
and  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  faces  of  old-time 
friends. 

The  review  of  a  long  stretch  of  years  gives  much 
material  for  thought,  and  one  of  my  conclusions  is  that 
probably  all  through  my  life  I  have  had  more  friends 
than  I  deserved.  Many  of  them  are  gone  now;  to  those 
who  remain  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  for  what 
they  have  been  to  me.  Life  would  be  a  sorry  and  un¬ 
profitable  existence  if  we  traveled  it  alone.  Without 
friends  we  could  not  even  succeed  with  any  degree  of 
satisfaction.  The  old-time  friendships  are  the  most 
sacred  to  memory.  In  my  own  life  of  friendships  two 
facts  stand  out  as  reasons  for  contentment.  One  is  that 
my  faith  in  others  has  usually  been  justified  sooner  or 
later;  and  the  other  is  that  I  have  found  stalwart  vir¬ 
tues  and  dependable  traits  in  most  unexpected  quarters. 

I  find  that  age  does  not  destroy  all  dreams  and  am¬ 
bitions.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end  I  believe  we 
really  live  in  air  castles  built  from  hopes  and  fears  and 
constructed  from  visions  and  dreams.  Even  in  ad¬ 
vanced  years  we  do  not  resign  ourselves  wholly  to  idle¬ 
ness  and  stagnation.  Always  there  is  work  to  do.  The 
human  mind  lends  itself  to  activity,  and  every  period 
of  life  has  its  fitting  desires.  The  man  who  has  been  in¬ 
terested  in  the  passing  show  and  has  tried  to  keep  in 
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touch  with  the  world  has  accumulated  through  experi¬ 
ence  or  otherwise  his  own  set  of  opinions,  beliefs,  ideas, 
and  habits  of  thought.  For  some  mysterious  reason 
each  desires  to  have  others  see  the  world  as  he  sees  it. 
This  situation  furnishes  an  activity  in  later  life  and 
sometimes  creates  a  sense  of  duty.  Without  doubt 
it  is  a  mistaken  sense  of  duty,  but  at  least  it  does  help 
to  sustain  an  interest  in  current  activities.  Action  at¬ 
tuned  to  the  years  is  the  keystone  of  health,  and  health 
is  a  most  precious  ingredient  of  happiness  and  content¬ 
ment.  In  younger  days,  when  the  mind  and  body  were 
at  their  best,  it  was  a  pleasure  to  be  up  before  the  dawn 
to  greet  the  first  rays  of  the  morning  sun;  now  I  am 
refreshed  and  happy  to  awake  after  a  good  night’s  sleep 
in  a  room  already  flooded  with  sunlight. 

I  have  enjoyed  exceptionally  good  health.  I  have  not 
been  given  to  dosing  myself  with  this  and  that  for  sus¬ 
pected  ailments,  and  seldom  have  I  been  obliged  to 
visit  a  doctor.  I  still  have  most  of  my  hair  and  teeth, 
my  nerves  are  steady,  and  my  five  senses  function  nor¬ 
mally;  I  drive  my  car,  shave  with  a  straight  razor,  and 
use  the  two-finger  hunt  and  peck  system  on  the  type¬ 
writer. 

I  like  to  do  my  mental  work  in  a  study  cheerful  with 
light  and  flowers,  and  I  like  to  take  my  physical  exer¬ 
cise  in  the  garden  or  on  the  farm  where  growing  things 
abound  and  Nature  speaks  in  gentle  whispers.  I  like 
best  to  eat  at  my  own  table,  and  with  my  own  family, 
the  simple  foods  that  grow  out  of  the  earth  that  have 
been  prepared  by  a  loved  one’s  hands.  I  like  to  do  my 
part  to  make  a  pleasant  home  where  kindred  and 
friends  can  come  occasionally  to  enjoy  the  evening  time 
of  life. 

I  am  eighty-five  years  old.  I  realize  in  the  very  na- 
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ture  of  things  that  before  long  I  shall  be  approaching 
the  end  of  my  earthly  career.  Like  every  other  human 
being,  I  have  had  my  worries  and  sorrows  as  well  as 
very  much  for  which  to  be  thankful.  All  in  all,  life 
has  been  a  pleasant  journey.  At  this  stage  I  find  that 
my  wants  are  few  and  simple,  and  surprisingly  similar 
to  those  of  other  periods  of  my  life.  All  through  life  I 
have  endeavored  to  do  my  work  each  day  quietly,  and 
with  an  occasional  word  of  cheer  to  another  along  the 
way,  and  in  this  course  I  hope  I  may  continue.  I  hope 
also  that  I  may  be  vouchsafed  the  pleasant  memories 
of  other  days  typified  by  the  hours  spent  with  the  boys 
at  the  old  swimming  hole  on  the  Mohican  River,  and 
by  the  hours  that  found  me  walking  over  the  silent  hills 
and  down  the  road  to  the  spring  near  our  Ohio  home. 
It  was  there  that  I  promised  to  meet,  with  what  cour¬ 
age  I  could,  the  trials  and  tempests  of  the  coming  years. 
It  was  there  that  I  was  taught  the  essence  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  words: 

“From  this  moment  may  my  thoughts  and 
actions  be  such  as  shall  keep  me  friendly  with 
all  the  world  and  myself.  Spare  me  now  from 
the  bitterness  and  from  the  sharp  passions  of 
unguarded  moments.  Let  me  not  follow  the 
clamor  of  the  world,  but  let  me  walk  calmly 
in  my  own  path.  Lift  mine  eyes  to  the  heav¬ 
enly  firmament  and  let  me  not  forget  the  uses 
of  the  stars,  and  forbid  that  I  should  judge 
others  lest  I  condemn  myself.  Give  me  a  few 
friends  who  will  love  me  for  what  I  am,  and 
keep  ever  burning  before  my  faltering  steps 
the  kindly  light  of  eternal  hope.  Though  age 
and  infirmities  overtake  me  and  I  come  not 
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AT  EIGHTY-FIVE 


within  the  castle  of  my  dreams,  teach  me  still 
to  be  thankful  for  old  time  memories  that  are 
sweet  and  good.  And  may  the  evening  twi¬ 
light  find  me  kind  and  gentle  still.” 
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GENEALOGY  OF  OUR  FAMILY 


In  Appreciation 

On  the  following  pages  will  be  found  a  genealogy  of 
our  family.  It  begins  with  my  Mother  and  Father  and 
comes  down  to  the  present  time. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  record  three  important 
events  as  they  have  occurred  up  to  this  time  to  each 
individual  in  the  family:  birth,  marriage,  and  death. 
The  information  printed  has  been  obtained  from  au¬ 
thentic  sources  and  is  believed  to  be  correct.  If  there 
are  omissions  or  if  errors  have  crept  in,  they  are  unin¬ 
tentional  and  I  crave  your  tolerance  and  indulgence. 
Space  has  been  provided  after  each  individual’s  name 
to  insert  these  facts  as  the  occasion  may  arise.  At  the 
end  blank  pages  have  been  added  to  continue  the 
genealogy,  if  desired. 

The  accumulation  of  this  material  was  possible  only 
through  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  many  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family.  To  each  and  every  person  who  has 
assisted  in  any  way,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  ap¬ 
preciation  and  thanks. 

This  little  volume  is  launched  in  the  hope  that  there 
are  those  to  whom  it  will  be  of  some  interest  and  value, 
and  with  greetings  and  best  wishes  to  kindred  and 
friends. 

JOHN  J.  HAAS 

Grant  City,  Missouri 
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2 — Delano . . .  1-15-1840  France...  8-6-1893  Mo .  George  Lambert  (d)  .  1856 
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4— Bertha  Fletchall  .  8-23-1879  Mo .  William  Settles  . 
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5 — Miller  Ream,  Jr .  9-26-1934  Iowa . 

5 — Shari  Ream  .  1-10-1936  Iowa . 

4 — Clarence .  1-1-1905  Iowa .  June  Foster  .  4-2-1929 

5 — Sydney .  8-25-1930  Iowa . . . 
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